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A COMPARISON OF THE COUNTRY ,. 
SQUIRES IN ADDISON AND IN FIELDING 
By 
John G. Sheridan 
.' 
A thesis submitted to the Faoulty of the Graduate 
Sohool of Loyola University in partial fulfillment 
of the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts. 
Loyola University 
Chioago 
1937 
.' 
To show that Addison's oonoeptions of a oo,un try 
squire are more intensive and idealistio than those of 
Fielding, and that Fielding's conoepts are more exten-
sive, human. and detailed. 
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CHAPTER ONE 
A Briet Review ot Eighteenth Century Rural 
Life with Special Emphasis on the Status ot 
The Squire 
· .. ., 
.' 
The word "Squire" or "esquire" has passed through var-
ious stages in the development ot its modern connotation. 
Etymologioally, it is said to be deri/ed trom the old Frenoh 
esoule~ or the Spanish esou~. And under these forms it 
generally implied an attendant of a knight. It was the duty 
ot this attendant to carry the sword and the shield of his 
master at a tournament, or on a battle-field. In this 
sense, Sanoho Panza was the esqUire of Don Quixote. The es-
quire or squire of this type ranked immediately below the 
knight batohelor, ana his oftice was looked upon as the ap-
prentice stage of knighthood. The title was oonsidered as 
... 
one merely ot tunotioA. not of birth, and was not hereditary. 
Gradually as time went on, this original signifioance fell 
into disuse, and the word began to mean a title of honor. re-
ferring to the rank between that of a knight and a gentleman 
or valet. Thus, in England, during the early eighteenth cen-
tury, it was used both as a courtesy title. ana as the designa-
tion of the ohiet landed proprietor ot a district, who was 
frequently the lord of the manor. Quite otten this squire 
presided over one of the law oourts in his neighborhood and 
was knowa as the magistrate or constable or justioe ot peaoe. 
2 
Naturally, all the lesser p~oprietors of his parish or4is-
trict looked up to the august and dignified figure of the 
squire, and prided themselves as the yeomen or "gentlemen" 
of his locality. 
With the Restoration dramatistS" the oountry squire rose 
to a plaoe of preeminenoe as a oomio type. The sharp satir-
ical wit of these robust, bantering playwrights was leveled 
• 
unsparingly at the defenseless figure of the oountry gentle-
man, until they had ereoted in their oollective imagination 
a oonventional stook type, who was the perfeot representa-
tion of boorish. ridiculous rustioity. And the strength of 
that charaoter asa set type lay preoisely in this dramatio 
synthesis: the squire was never an individual; and though 
the oharaoter appeared under various names in many plays, his 
characteristics of speech and conduct were cut from the same 
pattern. Whatever, therefore, ditterenoe is tound in these 
pictures ot the squire, is acoidental; and the essential out-
line is oommon to them all. 
This burlesquing, for burlesquing it was, ot the country 
squire is. not without adequate explanation. The portrayal of 
the retined and somewhat foppish Londoner needed a foil to' em-
phasize its elegance and to provide comio relief and dramatio 
variety. The oity, rather than the oountry, served as a 
setting for the plays, and so it was frequently neoessary 
to bring the squire to town. Here he became the target of 
, 
every schemer and the sport at every wit. His conditi~n at 
the conclusion at the play was usually one of two kinds. 
Either he was thoroughly embarrassed and gave vent to an out-
burst at anger. or. like Old Bellair in Etherege
'
s "Man at 
. 
Mode"f he was soon reconciled tor hiving been made the butt 
at their humor and found solace in a toast or a dance. 
It the squire was capable of pol\te behavior or intell-
ectual aauity at all, it was never evident in his dramatic 
portrait. No circumstances go unseized that will in the least 
bring out his gross ignorance and his rustia oredulity. And 
what is worse. to the playwright's mind, at any rate, is his 
boring tediousness; oonsider this passage trom nThe Man at 
Mode: tt 
Beliada: I have been so tired with two or three 
country gentlemen, whose conversation has been 
more unsutterable than a country tiddle • • • 
They have asked me a thousand questions at the 
modes and intrigues at the town, and I have told 
'em almost as many things tor news that hardly were 
so when their gowns were in tashioa. 
Mrs. Loveit: l Provoking areaturest How could you endure them? 
In Shadwell's "Squire ot Alsatia," Beltond, senior, ex-
presses amazement with the question, nHow long may a man live 
in ignoranoe in the oountry?n2 His own schooling was 
l~S of E,liSh" Drama, 1660-1700, edt by 1). H. Stevens. 
Bosto~:-Glnn and o~~-P;-42. ---
. Thomas Shadwell, Qomplete Works, Vol. IV, p. 211. 
4 
.' merely a matter of learniag samples of grain, sheep tending, 
and the other tasks of the rural lite. He admits as much, 
confessing that he has been educated like "a ~~, or a 
Butoher. tt3 Squire Empty. in TaTerner,'s The Maid. the Mistres!J. 
.. ;., ---
rebels at the term rustic and makes it clear that he holQS 
both the rank and. the reputation of a "gentleman bred. and. 
born," sinoe he "can drink claret and .talebeer," and. "play 
at bowls and take snuff • • • and smoke tobaooott with the 
elite of the "side-box beaux."4 The pictures at the gallery 
tempt him to lQok "with as muoh eagerness as if they were 
as many monsters brought trom Atrick, " and it seems that he 
"neTer saw London" in the past. 5 The dialogue between lIrs. 
Millamaa t and Sir Willful Wi twoud. in Oongreva t S t'The Way ot 
the World" (1700) brings to mind the disagreements between 
Squire Western and his Sister and illustrates the amusing ~ 
technique of the dramatist to secure his etfect: 
lIrs. lIillamant: Natural, easy. Suokling. 
Sir Willful: Suckling' no suoh suokling neither, 
cousin, nor stripling: I tJiaDk Heaven, I'm no minor. I 
Mrs. Millamant: Ah. rustic. ruder than Gothio' 
Sir Willful: Well, well, I shall understand your 
lingo one of these days, oousin; in the meantime 
I must answer in plain English. no 
3Ibid ., p. 203. 
4wrrriam TaTerner. The Maid. the Mistress. London: 
E. sagger, 1708, p. 35. - -------
Ibid •• pp. 38. 40. 
6T;iP8s of r~~sh ~ama, l660-170Q. SteTens, p. 368. 


7 
aSAamed to be seen in their oompany.nll Like many of the 
~ 
other squires his name is a one word desoription of his pre-
dominant oharaoteristio. 
The oonolusion is. then, that the squire as depioted in 
tke drama before Fielding is distinQ~y a type and not an in-
diTidual. His time in the country is occupied with the bottle 
and the ohase; his time in the city is similarly occupied with 
the exoeption that the boisterous sPitits he displays in the 
hunt are aooentuated in the narrow confines of the drawing-ro 
His usual function in the soheme of London sooiety is to serTe 
as a dupe for its intrigues. There is no difficulty in finding 
him out. sinoe he shuns solitude. particularly in his drinking 
habits. Even the disagreeable Mr. Sullen has no diffioulty in 
this respeot. He is without manners. oulture. or refinement; 
his speeoh is coarSe and Tulgar. Sometimes his hearty. spirit 
exuberance and qUick, virile wit are not at all unlikeable. 
These qualities are more in eTidence if the squire is portrayed 
as an older man. Vanbrugh. in Polydorus Hogsty •• has painted a 
fairly complete portrait of what is objectionable in the squire 
as he is found in drama: "Gentleman: I breed my eldest son -
a fool; my youngest breed themselves; and my daughters ha~e -
no breeding at all."12 
To the oredit of the dramatists it must be aamitted that 
i~SteT.ns. p. 407. 
Vanbrugh. !orks. I. 214. 
8 
i •• toregoing didn't stand as the model of all the squ!~es. 
Old ~.llairt Sir Willful, and Sir OliTer CockwOOQ. for example. 
d.8P~te some disgusting faults, are ocoasionally humorous. 
Although the drama was the ohief literary medium for the 
p.ri~ayal of the squire. the essay &04 the novel also made use 
ot t~is colorful character. The "fine old gentleman" was eithe 
a viotim of satire or a paragon of virtue depending upon the 
• w.i. of their creator. Roger Solmes in Olarissa Harle •• is 
ene of many examples. But despite their variety in name and 
.umber. they all haTe characteristics in common. whatever in-
diTidual differences their creators may haTe seen fit to giTe 
The historian. Macaulay. eTen though he is recording facts 
aDd not fiction. also has the same concept of and attitude 
toward the squirearchy. Peculiarly enough. he bases his dia-
... 
tribe on records the exact nature of which he neglects to di-
vulge. Since he had a reputation for being extremely well read 
Kaoaulay. most probably. laid the foundation for his ideas of 
the English country squire of the seventeenth and. eighteenth 
oenturies on that gentleman as he was portrayed in the drama 
and the fiction of the period. This is the natural thing,to 
do, for one always lOGks to the literature of an age for a 
knowledge of the customs. oulture. anQ iQeals of a people. 
During the Restoration period the squire was delineated often 
and q~ite fully. and from these complete and frequent sketches 
we are able to formula te a fairly oomposite photograph.,of him 
as he appears in the fiction and tae drama of the period. But 
to rely upon literature alone for a knowledge of the men of 
the time is a rather dangerous practice, since most of the 
writers had personal views which th.~,could scarcely keep from 
biasing their portrayals of this partic~lar member of society. 
The letters, records and diaries of the time would furnish a 
• much more dependable SQurce of inforDBtion; and, if we wish 
to see the country squire as he was in fact, we must not be 
satisfied merely with thesketbh of him as he appears through 
the eyes of some writer of plays, essays, and fiction; we must 
probe into the less imaginative forms of literature and history 
On the country squire there have been made some excellent 
studies, based principally upon authentio letter-books and 
diaries, and from these we may atiempt to see that gentleman 
as he was in fact - not in fiction. 
Macaulay, in his ~t0!:l.-2.fJ~ngland fr~!.he_Accessi~~! 
~~s II, has a rather uncomplimentary passage on the English 
country squires, that is too long to quote here. But the sub-
stance of it has been condensed by P. H. Ditohfield in an 
article called "Lord Macaulay on Squires and Parsons." D,itch-. 
field summarizes Macaulay thus: 
Maoaulay begi~s by oontrasting the modern country 
gentleman, eduoated at Eton and Oxford or Cambridge, 
spending much of his time in London and posseSSing a 
noble country seat, with his prototype ••• who was 
oomparatively (the writer asserts) a poor man, did 
not travel on the oontinent, had no house in London, 
--
10 
and seldom visited it. Maoaulay seemed to i~gine 
that London was the only oentre of light and refine-
ment, and that no one oould be a gentleman without 
paying oonstant visits to it. The squire of pre-
Revolution times reoeived his eduoation from grooms 
and gamekeepers and oould soaroely sign his name. 
If he went to sohoel and oollege he soon forgot his 
aoademioal pursuits in han~ling pigs, drinking with 
drovers. hunting, and in ~ntefined sensuality. His 
language was that of ignorant olowns, interspersed 
with oaths, ooarse jests, and sourrilous abuse in 
provinoial dialeot. His home was a fourth-rate 
farmhouse, with farm litter under the windows of 
his bedohamber and oabbages~lose to his hall door. 
Ooarse plenty loaded his table. He drank too muoh, 
and he drank beer. His wite oooked the midday dinner 
and the squire and his guests spent the afternoon in 
drinking ale and smoking tobaooo. His opinions upon 
religion. government, eta., were those of a ohild. 
He hated Frenohmen, Italians. Sootohmen, and Irish-
men, Papists and Presbyterians, Independents and 
Baptists, Quakers and Jews. and Londoners ••• The 
squire did not differ muoh trom a rustio miller or 
alehouse keeper, unlettered and unpolished, but he 
was still a gentleman. 
He was a member of a proud and powertul aristooraoy 
He had great family pride, was skilled in heraldry. 
a magistrate, an offioer of the trained bands, had 
tought in the Civil War, though his military dignity 
might move the mirth of gallants who had tought in .~ 
Flanders. He was a plebian in his low tastes and 
gross phrases, a patrioian in matters of heraldry and 
in maintaining the honour of his house. He was a 
Tory. disliked oourtiers and ministers, the soandals 
of Whitehall, and Stuart ingratitude. 
But he was loyal to Oharles. and would have been to ; 
James II if the latter had not outraged his strongest 
feelings in attaoking the Ohuroh of England, whioh he 
ardently loved, though (aooording to the traducer) 
he did not understan~3her oreed and. habitually dis-
obeyed her preoepts. , 
13p • H. Ditohfield, "Lard Maoaulay on Squires and Parsons" ~!~sactions of the Rozal Historioal Sooietv , Third Series voi. IX, pp:-78 ff. -- --____ =..=.L , 

12 
that many of the Squires of the Restoration p~riod 
were poor men • • • St ill with an inoome of sixteen 
hundred pounds a year, aooording to the present value 
of money, they were nO!5exaotly suoh paupers as 
Maoaulay painted them. 
In contrast to Maoaulay's oharge that they never visited London • 
. 
1- .. ; Ditchtield says that "Contemporary writers tell us that they 
were always riding post to the metropolis;" yet he does agree 
almost entirely wi th the historian oon1.srning the vooabulary 
and dialeot of the squire: 
But then he spoke like a labourer. He was guilty of 
speaking the dialect of his ~istrict. That may have 
grated on Macaulay's fastidious ears. But in his 
dealings with his farmers aD1 his labourers, in his 
conduot on the Benoh, how was the squire to make known 
his commands. examine witnesses, hear grievanoes, 
settle quarrels. if he did not know the language of 
the people? I have known many a squire of high degree 
in the present civilized age who could talk the dis-
tinct provincialisms of his county with pride and. 
zest • • • He could talk as broadly as the labourer 
in the cottagi6 and as correctly as a lord in a 
drawing-room. 
To deoide which one of these two historians is the more ac-
curate woula be a difficult task. Undoubtedly Macaulay has a 
reputation that easily surpasses that of Ditchtield. but the 
latter, on the other hand. is the only one who has divulged the 
records on whioh he bases his statements and corrections. Evea 
early in the eighteenth century, there certainly must have'been 
young squires who went to Oxford and Cambridge. for there are 
numerous attestations of their attendance there. And many 
squires had fine libraries. possessed a taste for literature, 
igIbid •• pp. 80, 81. 
IDtr. t pp. 81 ff. 
~'~--------------------1-3------------------------~ 
and even oooasionally dabbled in the tine arts. Thus ~tohtiel 
tells us that the following books were found in the squire's 
library - Vox CI!!!ntis. T~-20mple!l-Angle~. and !he Gentle-
There was one oalled The Institution of a ~----.-=~~--~~~~ 
• ~7 Gentleman. in whioh the squire was advised that na man oannot 
- -
be a gentleman who lev eth not hawking and. hunting. n From the 
presenoe of this book in so many libraiies. we may oonolude 
that field sports were at this time a oommon diversion among 
the squirearchy and. the aristocracy in general. 
In the seventh chapter of Ditchfield's book - !he Old 
~gli~h Q~untrl~~!~ - there is an excellent expression of 
the side of the question that was neglected by Maoaulay. And 
from a reading of the two historians it is apparent that there 
must have been several types of squires living in England dur-
ing the seventeenth and the early eighteenth centuries. No 
doubt there were country gentlemen who spent what was lett of 
the morning. atter they had arisen, in the Aunt; and whiled 
away the atternoons in drinking with their fox-chasing friends. 
But. on the other hand, there oertainly were numerous squires 
who had excellent eduoations, spent some of their leisure time 
in hunting, and when they were ~ot active on the magisterial 
benoh, inQulged their literary tastes and, for the most part, 
lived sober, ra tional, chari table lives. 
CH.A.PTER TWO .' 
Squires in the Works of Addison 
Probably the only referenoe of a, possible knowledge of 
oountry squires in the life of Joseph Addison is the line of 
Swift in the ItLibel on Delany." Swift says that Addison was 
left in distress abroad and beoame fft~velling tutor to a 
squire." But the truth of this statement has been so frequent-
ly called into question by many critios that it probably is 
not true. Where it was that Addison derived his knowledge of 
country squires would be hard to say. No biographioal material 
touohes on this point at all. But oertainly in his supposed 
visit to the country. the visit in whioh he met the Tory Fox-
hunter. there seems to be at least one small evidenoe of his 
aoquaintance with country gentlemen. The portrait thus drawn .. 
is desoribed in the twenty-second number of ~-E~eholder 
and is said to be ftan admirable portrait halfway between Sir 
Roger de Coverley and Squire Western. tt17 
This Tory Fox-hunter is quite similar to the stook type 
charaoter of the late seventeenth and early eighteenth oen-
turies in that he does not appear to have travelled, for he 
nalvely admits that he would never have oome up to London had 
17ttJoseph Addison." Q!£,tionarl of National Bio~~. 
r--------~------15----------------~ 
.' he no t 
to the 
been subpoenaed to it, as he had naturally an aversion 
plaoe. IS He implies the amount of reading he does and 
the kino. that it is when he says that they in tlle oountry "never 
see how things go exoept now and the~.~n Dyer's Letter, and I 
.. "'7 
read that more for style than for the news.,,19 Perhaps the only 
other writing that the Fox~hunter has any know~edge of is his 
"almanaokft and there oertainly are no .traces in his conversa-
tion or behavior that waald indicate a wider aoqaaintanoe with 
any form of literatare. Besides being very poerly read, he 
seems to be rather gullible and an easy tool of political prop. 
aganda, for he displays an anbelieving astonishment when he 
learns that he has been both imposed upon and duped by those who 
had deoeitfully described to him the evil and destruction oaused 
by the Whig regime. As for foreign travel, he thinks that it 
is good for little more than to teach a person "to Jabber Freneh 
and to talk against passive obedienoe;" and what is mach more 
serious, he has never known "a traveller in his life who had not 
forsook his prinoiples. and lost his hllnting seat.,,20 
It seems that Addison, like his Restoration models, oon-
sidered the main oharacteristios of his squires to be their 
i~Addison, in The Freeholder, No. 44. 
20Addison, in The Freaholder, No. 22. 
!~. 
10 
4<' 
interest in tox-hunting, and their activity in country politics. 
and their rather sketchy idea of religion. The very name that 
Addison gives to his country squire - the Tory Fox-hunter - is 
an indication that the author consid~rfo him primarily a sports-
.,. 47 
And in several issues of The Freeholder he reveals sports-
- -
manlike inclinations. since he exhibits an unusual tondness for 
bis hunting dog, and greets several ot.his fellow hunters with 
loud halloes and whistles along the road. He even travels all 
the way to the London ~ich he abhors. so that he may serve as 
a character witness for one of the rebels. simply because he 
knows him to be a very fair sportsman. The religious views ot 
this gentleman are admirably epitomized by Addison when he says: 
In short. I found by his discourse that he had 
learned a great deal ot politics, but not one word 
ot religion. from the parson of his parish • • • 
he had scarce any other notion of religion b~t 
that it consisted in hating Presbyterians.~l ~ 
and when. in the city. his pocket is pioked and he loses his 
purse and precious 'talmanaok. ff he is quite sure tha t only a 
cardinal would have done it; and the cardinal could be none 
other than na Presbyterian in disguisee tt22 
/ The Tory Fox-hunter. with astonishing nalvete. dates all 
the misfortunes. both public and private. from the time ot 
the acoession of the Whigs to power. And he even holds them 
--
2lIbid. 
22Amson. in !!!.~Freeholde!:.. No. 44. 
17 
.' responsible for the prevalence of poor weather since tHe ad-
23 
vent of Charles the Second. Despite his Qeep faith in the 
English navy he is convinced that any further development of 
England as a nation of shop-keepers w?uld be its very ruin, 
so that he roundly curses the merchants and the Qirectors of 
the Bank of England as direct causes for the failing glory of 
the English nation. 24 He has a narrow. ingrained prejudice 
against foreigners and foreign goods that seems to have been 
typical of the country squire of the eighteenth century; and 
he vehemently denounces all treaties and alliances with for-
eign powers. 25 
But it is the immortal Sir Reger de Coverley, however, 
the granJ olJ knight of ~e~e£1at~~ papers. whose coming 
finally furnishes us with a complete and appealing picture of 
a country squire, and whose character is elevated above the 
conventional stock type. Since he was sketched by several 
hands,26 it is rather remarkable that the finished portrait 
should be so consistent, so logical, and so engaging. Indeed. 
the various oonstituent elements of his personality are delin-
eated so skillfully, yet so sympathetically, that the result-
~~Addison, in The ?reeholder, No. 22. 
25~· Ibid. 
2°Idd!son, Steele, Budgell, and Tickell all tried their 
handa at describing Sir Roger. 
18 
ing produot is amazingly alive and human. Sir R~er is never 
a vehiole for good-natured satire on the oountry squires; 
rather he is an individual whose idiosynorasies and whimsi-
oalities serve only to aooentuate hiQ~~ppeal. 
It is to Addison and Steele that by far the greatest a-
mount of credit is due for the oreation and the existenoe of 
• Sir R~er de Coverley; but to Addison alone the greatest share 
of oredit must go. for it was he who supplied the greater part 
of the background and the development of this famous charao-
ter. With.this second oreation of Addison's in the field of 
the oountry squire it Will be interesting to oompare his first 
oonoeption. The Tory Fox-hunter is an obJect of the author's 
light satire. Addison himself has told us what he thinks of 
his type as a whole: 
For the honor of his Majesty and the safety of his 
government. we cannot but observe. that those who 
have appeared the greatest enemies to both, are of 
!~:ttf~~! ~~ ;~~_;~t:~~2~ommonlY distinguished by 
In general. Sir Roger represents a happy exoeption to 
the former method of depioting characters ideally but scarce-
ly humanly. Addison seems to be anticipating the method ~f 
the later novelists who had ideal oharaoters in their works, 
but they incarnated these ideals in flesh and blood.28 Thus 
27Addison, in The Freeholder, No. 22. 
28Sir L. Stephan, Englis~terature and Sooiety in the 
~1gA1§~ADi~, London:-Duckworth and ~o., 1904, • 74. 
Sir Roger is portrayed so naturally that numerous conjectures 
have been raised as to the identity ot the original oharaoter. 
For instance. in 1783. Tyers deolared that Sir John Paokington. 
Bart •• of Westwood. in Worcestershir,~ was the prototype of 
Sir Roger. But a oamparison between the lives ot these two 
country gentlemen scaroely warrants that oonclusion. ~rom 
The Speotat~, Sir Roger was obviously·a disappointed bachelor; 
Sir John Packington was twice married. Sir Reg er was a mere 
observer of politics; Sir John was a Kember of Parliament for 
his shire from the time he reached his majority until his 
death. He was a lawyer, too. but Sir Roger abhorred any form 
of litigation. This oonjeoture of T,yers. together with the 
one that assumes that Aadison's own father was the original 
Sir Roger de Coverley, has been denounced by so many critics, 
that it is evidently talse. We may safely conclude that Sir 
Roger had no actual prototype. Rather he represents an ideal 
member of a genial type of men. Then. too. since The Spectator 
always aveided personalities. it is not likely to have drawn a 
portrait of an individual squire. Nor must we associate with 
that worthy knight the famous old country dance that was the 
, 
conclusion ot every ball, even though the story states that 
"his grandta ther was the inventor of thB. t famous dance tha t 
was called after him." The name of the dance was originally 
, 
"Roger a Calverly;" and was really called after Sir Roger of 
r 
20 
Oaverley, who lived in the time of Riohard I at Oaverley in 
Yorkshire. But the only oonneotion of our Sir Reger with this 
danoe or this anoient namesake is aotually an imaginary one, 
said to be the invention of Dean Swi!i\ 
In regard to Sir Reg er de Ooverley, the artiole in the 
Diotionary of National Biography by Sir Leslie Stephen reads: 
- . 
~ddison's greatest aohievement is universally ad-
mitted to be the oharaoter of Sir Roger de Coverley. 
Sir Roger is the inoarnation of Addison's kindly ten-
derness. showing through a veil of delicate persiflage. 
Sir Roger was briefly sketohed by Steele in the. 
seoond s~eotator. He is portrayed most fully in a 
series 0 fifteen Speotators by Addison, in July 1711, 
whioh desoribes a visit to liis oountry-Aouse. Six . 
essay~ by Steele are interspersed; but only two of 
them, in whioh Addison permitted Steele to tell Sir 
Roger's love story, are of any signifioanoe. Budgell 
desoribes a hunting-party in one number. Sir Roger 
then disappears till he comes to London to see Prinoe 
Eugene in January 1712. Addison takes him to the 
Abbey in another paper, the eighteenth of Maroh; to 
Phillip's "Distressed Mother", in a third, the twenty .... 
fifth of Maroh; and to Vauxhall in a fourth, the 
twentieth of Kay. After this, Steele introduoed 
him (to Addison's vexation, it is said) to a woman 
of the town. the twentieth of June. On the twenty-
third of Ootober Addison describes his death: "I 
killed him." he told Budgell, "that nobody else 
might murder him. n29 _ 
Perhaps Ad.dison, when he so violently killed off his oreation, 
had some reason similar to Cervantes,who disposed of his bere 
with "par!..-!!!L~la naoi0.l22.!!~ixotet y yo para el. rt 
29Budgellfs !!!, Vol. I, p. 27. 
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Whether Addison ever filled in the complete delination 
he originally had of Sir Roger is difficalt to say. Despite 
the fact that the old knight is pictared as having anything 
bat a normal imagination, Addison se~med to take as little ad-
vantage of this idiosynorasy as he possibly ooald. Rather he 
hand led his oharaoter with a gentleness tha t happily saves 
• Sir Roger from being classified with those nameroas boorish, 
braggingsqaires. Ad.dison oonoentrates so mach of his efforts 
on the finer side of haman natare that the slight irregalaritie 
in his hero seem to be not so mach the effeots of a mind stray-
ing away from the ordinary methods of aoting and speaking, as 
is freqaently the case with nwmeroas persons rendered eooentric 
by the presenoe of some fixed. idea; bat rather his deviations 
seem to have been indaoed by his rastioity. nalvet', and 
negligenoe oommon in those of his state of life. Contrary to 
this general sentiment, Ur. Beattie, in his prefaoe to the works 
of Addison, had said: 
I cannot admit that there is in this oharaoter 
any thing of rastioity (as that word is generally 
anderstood) or any of those habits or ways of think-
ing that solitary grandear oreates. No man on earth 
affeots grand~ less, or thinks less of it, th~ Sir 
Roger; and no man is less SOlitary. His affability. 
good hamoar, his af~eotion to his frien~s. respeot 
to his neighboars, and gentleness and attention to 
his dependents, make him a very different being from 
a rastic, as well as from an imperioas landlord. who 
lives retired among flatterers and vassals. Soli-
tary grandear is apt to engender pride. a passion 
22 
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from which our wort~ baronet is entirely free; 
and rusticity, as far as it is connected with the 
mind. implies awkwardness and ignorance. which, it 
one does not despise, one may pity and pardon, but 
cannot love with that fondness loth which every 
heart is attached to Sir Roser • 
.. 47 
This_opinion. even though it seems to be founded more on senti-
ment than on reason, yet appears to be the olosest to the real 
truth. 
When we first meet Sir Roger in The Sp~ctator papers, he 
is at home at Coverley Hall. Here he is surrounded by a group 
of servants who have an atteotionate love for their master. 
We are told that he seldom changed them, an~ that they oon-
sidered him the best master in the world. Some of them had 
grown old in his service; and. if he was at this time in his 
fifty-sixth year. then they surely must have known him and 
worked for him a long time. When he oame home from London, ~ 
their joy knew no bounds; several of them could soarcely re-
frain from tears at the sight of their returned master. 
Unfortunately, Sir Roger de Coverley is only toe true to 
the type of country squire with no very thorough eduoa tion. 
In one of the Spect~t! he will not sufter himself to be in-
sulted with Latin and Greek at his own table; and. when he is 
30Dr. Beattie, Works of Addison. Edinburgh: J. M. Mac~onald 
and Sons, 1790, pref~, p. vi. 
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ohaplain. we are enabled to view another faoet of his #erson-
ality; and we notioe that, for one who is supposed to be poorly 
read, he has an exoellent ~udgement in the matter of homilies 
and eloquent divines. He desires his ohaplain to do his preaoh 
. 
1- 4'7 
ing from a seleotion of the sermons that he oonsiders the best. 
These inolude the masterpieoes of the most eminent divines then 
living Tillotson, Saunderson. Barriw, Cala~. and South. 36 
And the old knight's idea is to have a ohaplain "of plain 
sense" to deliver these seleoted sermons in turn on the Sundays 
throughout the year. Sir Roger has a decided respect for 
learning, too. as is evident from the naive awe with whioh he 
looks upon the learning a~ cleverness of the widow and her 
remarkable (to him) ability to oarry on a pedantic oonversation 
He hints, on one occasion, that it is "this barbarity" that 
has kept him from pressing his suit with the objeot of !as de~ 
sires.37 And yet, the reader readily senses that the baronet 
takes a secret pride in her talents. From none of his aotions 
or his speeoh oan we tell that he has travelled. And even 
though the first essay on him tells us that he has a house in 
town, yet his utterly unsophistioated oomments at Spring Gar-
dens, at the theater, and at Westminster Abbey tend to show tha 
ZGAddison, in The S~ectator, Bo. lOG. 
37Addison, in The Spectator, No. 113. 
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he never strayed very far or Tery long from his simple OOQntl 
estate. But in these narrow limits to his existenoe he has 
not developed the rustic habits or the oyerweening pride in 
himself and his anoestry that other knights seem to haye done 
" .. ., 
Sir Roger is as far removed from the boorish t7Pe of squire 
as possible and he never exhibits the common tendenoy to hard· 
drinking. And. in oontrast to the~ypioal squire. Sir RQger 
is proud of his anoestral line. but not exoessively proud; 
. 
moreover. he has taken the ideals of his forbears and set then 
up as his own standard of living. In his younger days. he 
olaims to have been quite a man about town. a friend of all 
the wits of the Qay. and the oonqueror of the offensive bully 
~awson. But in all his dealings. all his words and aotions. 
he displays an innate refinement and a chivalry that forever 
sets him far above the hard-drinking. boorish. inordinate17~ 
proud squires of his day. 
Hunting and oountry sports form a distinotive part of 
his lite. Even during his youth he had shown an aptitude for 
the various forms of rural diversion. His exploits were known 
to one and all. as. for instanoe. the time when he shot forty 
oovey of partridges in a single season. a8 His horse. were 
oonsidered the finest and the best managed in the OOQntry. 
and the very walls at his house were dotted with lhe numero 
38Addison. in ~he SRe..C!~ator. No. 116. ,., 
r 
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trophies of his hunts. 39 Incidentally we are told in the same 
issue that Sir Roger interested himself in hunting as an out-
let for his resentment against the "per~erse widow." And, 
for what amounts to an indisputable Ptoof of his zeal for fox-
.... ., 
hunting, and, at the same time, of the amount of resentment 
against the widow that requires an outlet in that sport, we 
can pOint to th~ famous hunt that requ~ed about fifteen hour's 
hard riding, carrie~ him through at least half a dozen counties, 
killed his brace of geldings and above half his ~ogs.40 On 
this same point there is an interesting detail in the de Co~er­
ley Papers that has a parallel in ~n ~uixote i~Eng!~nd by 
Fielding. In the essay of ~e SR!£tato~ No. 116, Sir Roger 
mentions the fact that he has sent to other counties to get 
foxes for his own; ana then turned them loose ror his hunting. 
Field.ing has the same iaea in one stanza of Squire Badger'S .. 
song: 
A brushing fox in yonder 'wood 
Secure to find we seek; 
For why? I carried, sound and goed, 
A oarload there last week. 41 
And later on in life, when his passion for "the perverse 
widow" has abated somewhat and he begins to talk disparagingly 
of her, his hunting ability seems to remain with him, e~en 
though he no longer indulges in that sport as an outlet for his 
~~Addison. in The Spectator, No. 115. 
4lAddison, in THe S£Hctatar. No. 115. Qom2!ete Worfs~f €n~FielQins. edt by Thomas Rosooe, 
London: Bell and Dald I 4 
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.' resentment against her. The Speotator tells us that a hare is 
42 
not yet safe that sits within ten miles of Sir Roger's house. 
The old man has now seoured for himself a paok of stop-hounds, 
and interests himself in attuning the·1r vOioes, so tha t they 
.,. 47 
may bark or bay harmoniously.43 Even in his old age he is still 
an ardent huntsman, for during the Speotator's visit he goes 
afield nearly everyday; and it is on oie of these oooasions 
that we get a' glimpse of the tender siQe that underlies his 
sporting pursuits. Sir Roger, at the end of the hunt, staunoh-
ly refuses to allow the hare to be killed, beoause it. has af-
forded him with so muoh diversion; and has it taken to his 
orohard to gambol with the other hares that have esoaped a 
similar fate. From this appealing picture we are given a most 
unusual touoh of the old knight; and even though we oompletely 
detested that gentleman for a thousand other reasons, yet I 
believe that this one pioture of him would entirely redeem his 
oharming personality. 
When he was not engaged in hunting, the eighteenth oentury , 
squire was ohieflyabsorbed in looal politios. Running true 
to form, Sir Roger is "a justioe of the quorum and fills the 
ohair at a quarter session with great abilities." Further-
42Addison, in The Speota~. No. 115. 
4a~ •• No. lI6 
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·' more, he brought renown on himself by his exposition of the 
Game Aot at the County assizes. 44 Although the Whigs disgust 
him, his feelings do not oarry him to the extremes of the 
Tory Fox-hunter. Onoe, however, in $~ opinion af the Speo-
tator, he is guilty of exoess, when he would rather brave dis-
comfort than take advantage of the hospitality of a Whig inn. 45 
• When he is informed that the silver head of the statue of 
Henry the Fifth was surreptitously removed from Westminster 
Abbey, the unsupported oonolusion that a Whig oommitted the 
outrage immediately leaps to his mind. He advises the keeper 
to be oareful or the body will vanish also. 46 It is inoredible 
to him that the Widow prefers Sir uavid Dundrum. who is his 
elder by six months and "a noted Republioan into the bargain.,,47 
He oonsiders oountry squires as "the ornament of the English 
nation, men of good heads and sound bodies."48 Like all the 
oountry gentlemen he has no use for trade and merohants. This 
quotation is found in one af his many tiffs with Sir Andrew 
Freeport: 
44,Addison, in The SEeotator. No. 2. 
45.Addison, in ¥li~eotator, No. 126. 
~~Addison, in !he SE!,otator, No. 329. 
8Addison, in ffi Speota to!:.,. No. 359. 
4 Addison, in ~he S12e ota to!:., No. 34. 
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.' And at best, let frugality and parsimony be the vir-
tues of the merchant, how much is his actual deal-
ing below a gentleman's charill to the poor, or hos-
pitality among his neighbors? 
Similar to the Tory Fox-hunter, he has a deep trust in the Eng-
lish navy; and though stubborn and ~y\elding in his fidelity 
to his country, he must be credited with an intense loyalty 
of the kind that was prevalent among E~lishmen of his type and 
.. 
time: 
The Knight • • • made several reflections on the grea 
ness of the British nation: as, that one Englishman 
could beat three Frenohmen; that we could never be 
in danger of Popery so long as we took care of our 
fleet; that the Thames was the noblest river in Eur-
ope; that London bridge was a greater piece of work 
than any of the seven wonders of the world; with 
many other honest prejudices which5saturally cleave to the heart of a true Englishman. 
Yet the knight realizes the evils of partisan politics and be-
lieves that it is the cause of muoh tension and animosity among. 
,.... . 
the countrymen; and what is even more to be lamented, it tends 
"to the prejudice of the land tax, and the destruction of the 
game. nol The Spectator observes that the Squire is inclined to 
subordinate his politics to his more immediately personal inter-
ests with the remark that he "is a much stronger Tory in the 
country that in town;" and Sir Roger admits this "is abso'lute-
ly neoessary for the keeping up of his interest.,,52 
i5Addison, in ~ Spectator, No. 174. 
5lAddison, in ~e S~eotator, No. 383. 
52Addison, in ~h! Speotator, No. 125. 
Addison, in The Speotato~ No. 126. 
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These oharacteristics, interesting though thew may be, 
are only seoondary in a study of the character of Sir Roger. 
What interests us most are the more subjective and individual 
qualities of the man himself, as distinguished from the typi-
;;, ..... 
oal and common characteristics of the oountry squire. It was 
the genius of Addison and Steele to make their char~oter some-
thing more than just another gentleman~nd sportsman. Their 
Sir Roger is a kind. friendly old gentleman, who is an early 
type of the "good-natured man" of the eighteenth century. This 
more human Sir Roger is revealed best in his own surroundings 
among his dependents and menials, safeguarding their interests 
large and small. 
Sir Roger is first presented to us as tla gentleman very 
Singular in his behavior." but the word ~!~ular is used to sum 
up his good qualities rather than the opposite. These singular' 
ities of behavior flow from his prudence. and his tlhumor creates 
him no enemies," as "he does nothing with sourness or obstinaoy; 
and his being unconfined to modes and forms, makes him but the 
readier and more capable to please and oblige all who know him. 
As proof of this,the knight is universally loved and respected. 
, 
He is a paragon of virtue to his servants, anQ they revere him 
53Addison, in The Speotator, No.2. 
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aooordingly. His tenants are well satisfied in their sftffio-
ienoy, and the farmer's sons are glad to have the ohance to 
open a gate for him as he passes by.54 That the esteem they 
have for him is more than an ordinary one is manifested by the 
;.J. 47 
remark of The Speotator that "all the young women profess love 
to him, anQ the young men are glad of his oompany.n55 His 
amiability and pleasant disposition wii him a oirole of food 
friends, and his gentle, odd humour and oompanionability are 
never without their winning attraotiveness. His benevolenoe 
is not of the stern, rigid type, but is blended with prudenoe, 
gentleness, and kinQliness. Still it is oharaoteri~ed, not by 
softness, but jus tioe;56 and he "reoeives a suitable tribute 
for his universal benevolenoe to mankind.' in the returns of af-
feotion and good-will, which are paid him by everyone that 
lives within his neighbOrhoOd. n57 Being blessed with a seren-
ity founded on a happy disposition of mind. he rejoioes in the 
oontentment and tranquillity of others, so that he is t~ly 
.. 
the objeot of the admiration and affeotion of all who knQw him •. 
~tAddison, in The Speotat~, No. 116. 
Addison, in !he Speotator, No.2. 
50rn giving alms to a beggar, Sir Roger reblolkes him t'or 
not going to work, but gives him six-penae just the same. 
seeata,or, No. 269 •. 
o Addison, in ~~ Spectat~, No. 122 
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Unlike the other squires in literature, Sir Roger is a 
devoted and loyal ohuroh-goer. Though he dozes off sometimes 
dur ing the sermon, he will tolera te none of it in his tenants 
and besides, ~eeps a rigorous aoco~~~f their attendanoe at 
divine service. He is a generous contributor to the ohurch 
and; in order to encourage his tenants to, be more faithful in 
their attendanoe, anQ to assist devoutfyat the servioes, he 
donates a common-prayer-book to each of them, together with a 
hassook. That their rendition of the psalms may be more acoept 
able, he even employs a singing master. 58 He esteems his 
chaplain and is very intimate with him. Though this may not see 
unusual, it really is, as the Spectator observes, beoause in 
the neighboring village the squire and his chaplain were con-
tinually at loggerheads and this sort of thing seems to be the 
oustom in the oountry rather than the exoeption.59 .... 
Addison's Squire may have the above mentioned qualities to 
a majestio degree, but at the same time, like the other squires, 
he is rustic and oredulous.· It is this blend of the common 
squire with the individuality of Sir Roger that gives AQdison's 
character its unusual naturalness. Beoause of his environment 
, 
and the meagerness of his learning, it is not to be expected 
~~AQdiSOn, in The Speotator, No. 112. 
Addison, in Tne Spectator, No. 112. 
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disposal, aside from his own observation in his depiction of 
the country squire. In our examination of the literature of 
the period before Fielding, we see, generally, a double pic-
ture of the country gentleman: first. he is a boisterous, 
.. 4'" 
bluffing, alooholically inolined oountry bumpkin. with little 
or no formal schooling or background, and seCondly as a genial. 
courteous, well-wishing, if somewhat simple, gentleman whom 
everyone holds in love and respect. The char~cteri~ations 
themselves range from Vanbrugh's creation of Polydorous Hogstye 
a rough. beastly. and despotic squire, on to the less sharp 
portrayals of Sir William Willful and Addison's ~ory Fox-
hunter - still 19norant and boorish, but hearty and on the 
whole well disposed men. to Sir Reger, courteous, sensitive 
and kindly despite his country ~nner and guilelessness. In 
!£m Jones. ~ielding has gone to Some length to present a faith" 
ful picture of these antithetical squires. They are .Western, 
not so disgusting as Hogstye but a member nevertheless of that 
general class. and ~llworthy. an even more rarefied ideal than 
Sir Roger. He cGlors the characters to detail with the fine 
shades of his expert brush. so that they become very individ-
ualistic, but eaoh is founded on the general character of his 
class. 
r 
.' 
CHAPTER THREE 
Squires in the Works of Fielding 
. 
Fielding. in his early portrayai~ of squires. followed 
the general outlines sketohed by the Restoration dramatists. 
Several of his oountry gentleman are helQ up to ridioule by 
.. 
reason of his ole'Ver oaricature on their vioes and imperfeo.;. 
tiona. He makes little more than a slight attempt to depict 
fully their oharacters; but merely intro~uoes them as stook 
types for satirioal and humorous purposes. 
For instanoe, in ~~sguiq. Fielding uses Sir Henry Fox-
ohace (sio) and Squire Tankard as vehioles for his ridioule 
of the bribery and oorruption among politioans. Fielding 
readily agrees with his fellow dramatists by emphasising the 
boorish manners in these charaoters. Into a drawing-room 
filled with members of sooiety comes Sir Harr~ who greets the 
62 
company with a startling. f1Halloo, hark forwards." .And thia 
oountry gentleman, during the ensuing scene. keeps the entire 
room in a state of nervous apprehension with his vulgar lan~ 
guage, and boisterous, ill-mannered way of interrupting the 
oonversation. Peculiarly enough. his oompanion. Squire Tankard, 
goes through his first scene without contributing a single word 
62com~lete !~rks 0f-He~£z1ielQ~, ed. by Thomas Roscoe, 
London: Bell and Daldy, 1840, p. 1034. 
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.' to the frequently broken oonversation. In his next soene, this 
apparently strong silent squire bursts forth into a half 
drunken. half patriotio deolaration that. "a man who won't get 
drunk for his oountry is a rascal."63, To eradioate any doubt 
1- 4; 
one may have as to his patriotism. he immediately prooeeds to 
get so drunk that he insists upon paying the debts of the na-
tion should he and Sir Harry be electe. in the ooming election. 
Sir Harry is too exaggera ted and too convent ionalized a ohar-
acter to have any distinot personality o,f his own. but he oer-
tainly represents a sharply etohed portrait of a boorish, bois-
terous, rustic gentleman. He too, like his oolleague. Squire 
Tankard. is patriotio in his own peculiar way. for he loudly 
deolaims the foreign elements that are creeping into England: 
Those were glorious days when honest nDspitality 
flourished; when a oountry gentleman could afford 
to make his neighbours drunk, before your damned • 
Frenoh fashions were brought over ••• why, how 
do you think this money is spent? • • • in houses. 
piotures. laoe, 'embroidery, i!ok-naoks. Italian 
singers and French tumblers. 
This ill-formed prejudioe of his, his interest in politios be-
oause there is a possibility of his beooming a distinguished 
personage through eleotion to office, and his speech marked 
37 
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as it is by vulgar language and sporting terms, are practical-
ly the only inuications we have of his charaoterj ana, juaging 
from them. Sq~ire Tankara is Just a laughing-stook for the aud-
ienoe at the play. 
In Love in Several Masques (1727) there is another squire, 
the billious and irasoible old guardian of Helena - Sir Positive 
,. 
Trap. This gentleman is much more fully delineated than Sir 
Harry Foxchaoe or Squire Tankard, for in the very beginning of 
the play his oharaoteristios are pointed out by Merital when 
he says: 
The young lady's guaraian. Sir Positive Trap, ,by name" 
is an ola preoise knight, made up of avarice, folly, 
an ill-bred surliness of temper, and an Odd, fantas-
tic pride, built upon the antiquity of his family, in-
to whioh he en~gls [siQ] most of the great men he 
ever heard of. 
Although this is the opinion of a spurnea suitor who was quite. 
ready to seize upon any explanation for his unsuooessful suit, 
yet this aesoription of Sir Positive Trap is almost entirely 
correct. For instanoe. the exaggerated pride that he takes in 
his supposed genealogy is quite evident in many of his speeohes. 
He aotually implies that Helena is not worthy to be a desoen-
dant of the anoient family that claims Hercules as one of its 
----
illustrious members, tha t has "had a t least fifty knights of 
the shire, deputy lieute·nants. and colonels of the militia in 
65 Come~te Works, p. 796. 
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it" and whose esoutoheon, of a "lion rampant. with a woff 
couchant, and a oat courant, in a field gules" is 'fa coat of 
arms" that "the Grand Mogul" himself might envy.66 Sir Posi-
tive Trap wants Helena to marry Sir .Al?ish Simple and forget 
all about her lover Merital, Just beoause that worthy is not 
the son of a baronet. Sir Positive reminds her that "the 
Simples and the Traps are the two anci~test houses in Eng-
land~" the reader is all too frequently told. the same thing. 
Is it any wonder that Macaulay was led to believe that the ex-
oessive family pride of the squires of the time was one of 
their chief defects? In this same man, Sir Positive Trap, 
there is an intermingling of respect for title and respect for 
wealth, for. when he is trying to persuade Helena to acoept 
Sir .Apish Simple. the following revealing d.ialogue takes place: 
Helena: Don't teaze (!iqJ me so, dear uncle. I can .• 
never like a fool, I abhor a fop. 
Sir Positive: But there are three thousand pounds a 
year. and a title. Do you abhor these, hussy? 
Helena: His estate I don't want, and his title I 
despise. 
Sir Positive: VQ,y finel despite a title. hussy, 
you are no Trap\O 
Strangely enough, his exaggerated pride in his title, causes 
him to show his distaste "for the rank of lord., and to add ~n­
other name to his long, illustrious family tree: 
66Complete Works, p. 804. 
67Compl!le foris, p. 801. 
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.' Here is a 10 rd. then\ and what of tha t? an" old 
English baronet is above a lord. A title of yester-
day1 an innovation\ who were lords, I wonder, in 
the time of Sir Julius Caesar? and it is plain he 
was a g~ronet, by his being oalled by his Christian 
name." 
. 
Similar in this respeot is Fielding'~~later creation, Squire 
Western. who despises lords in any form. S~ire Western is al-
so foreshadowed, when Sir Positive Trap uses all the means in 
.. 
his power to marry off his ward. to Sir Apish Simple. but Squire 
Western. even at his very worst. never goes as far as Sir POSi-
tive, when the latter deolares tha t he hopes !fto see the time, 
when a man may carry his daughter to market with the same law-
ful authority as any other of his cattle. n69 Squire Western 
oerta inly wandere"d far enough out of thE; narrow pa th of virtue, 
but he never degenerated quite that far. Perhaps, though. Sir 
Positive Trap would never have spoken in suoh an uncivilized 
•• 
way if Helena were aotually his own Qaughter. Curiously, this 
deolaration of Sir Positive Trap has a similar oounterpart in 
the wo rds of Riohard Steele, to the effeot tha t ,t oare mue t be 
taken to seoure our daughters by law, as well as our deer; and 
that some honest gentleman of a public spirit, would move for 
leave to bring in a bill for the better preserving of the £e-
male game. n70 .i)espite Sir Positive's oontempt for the women 
68com2lete Works, p. 804. ~5QOmplete W~, p. 801. 
Steele. in ~he Speotator, No. 326. 
40 
of his day and "although," as Merital says, "he" is "moAstrous-
ly morose" • • • rt to the res t of the world," ye t we notioe tha t 
Lady Trap is far too good for him, and manages him without ex-
perienoing muoh diffioulty. As she herself says at the olose 
of one of the soenes in the play: nIt "is strange that women 
should oontend for wit in a husband when they ma¥ enjoy suoh,an 
advant.age from having R fool. rr71 But .taken all in all, Sir 
Positive exhibits very few of the oonventional qualities of the 
average oountry squire. True he does show quite deoidely that 
he has praotioally no eduoation or refinement, but we are never 
given a glimpse of him as a hunting enthusiast. a hard-drinker, 
a magistrate, or a politioal meddler. Rather he is an ill-man-
nered. blustering, unoouth old busybody, loved by no one, not 
even his own wife; and, therefore, he serves as a mere tool for 
satire or oomio relief. 
But ?ielding. in Q2a~~te in ~~ (1733) give us a 
squire that "out-Herod.s" any previous ones. Squire Badger is 
drawn for us as the most despioable oountry gentleman ever to 
be oalled by that name. Our first glimpse of him oomes when he 
is gOing oourting aooompanied by his hunting dogs. Don Quixote 
mistakes him for a giant at the head of his army. and calls him 
tithe giant Toglogmoglogog, lord of the island. of Gogmogog. tt72 
~~complete Works, p. 802. 
Com2lete WorkS, p. 992. 
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.' , Don QUixote can scarcely believe that any man would dare take 
hounds with him when ~e went to visit his mistress; the aston-
ishment of thiE gentleman is turtheredwhen Fielding uses 
Sancho Pansa as his mouthpiece tor: 
Sir, your true English squire and his hounds are as 
inseparable as the Spaniard and his Toledo. He eats 
with his hounds, drinks with his hounds, and lies 
with his hounds; your true arrant ~~liSh squire is 
but the first dog-boy in his ,ouse. 
Probably an expression of Fielding's disapproval ot the boorish 
type of squire is Don Quixote's contemptuous reply: "'Tis pity 
then that tortune should contradiot the order ot nature ••• 
these squires should sow that corn which they ride over. ,,74 
Fielding leaves out no vice that ever existed in the character 
of a squire before. Badger 'stands betore us with all the bad 
traits of the squirearohy, and not one saving grace. He has 
no sooner appeared on the scene than he calls for a "hearty po~" 
and looks around tor some one to drink with him. His oonversa-
tion throughout the play is as racy as possible and filled with 
expressions from his intimaoy with the stable and the kennels. 
True it is that he seems to be rather hospitable when he is 
looking for a drinking companion, but that kind of hospitality 
is oftensive to nearly everyone. He prooeeds to~t tairly well 
intoxicated, and, as we naturally expect from his braggadociO 
~~Ibi~. 
Ibid. 
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.' And later on, when Badger is presuading Sir Thomas to arink 
with him, he says: 
Nay, Nay, you may e'en sneak off when you please; 
my lord and I here are very good oompany by ourselves. 
. . . . . . . . 
Pray, my lord, go ~~rst; I~~;have you think I have 
got some manners. If 
The olever satire of ~ielding on the oountry squire pro-
bably reaohes its peak in this play, b~t even, this remarkable 
dramatio satire is only a foreshadowing of the heights whioh 
he attained as a novelist. His Squire Badger, in this play, 
is so rude, so blust&ring, so offensively boastful, that he 
leaves the reader with a lasting impression of the utter depra~ 
ity and unoouthness of hie sooial olass. He, too, as had Steel 
and Sir Positive Trap, has an unohristian attitude toward wo-
men, for he is ludiorously happy to disoover that Dorothea 
"sings like a nightingale," not beoause he has any appreoiatio 
of music, but rather beoause "that is a very fine quality in 
a wife; for you know the more she sings, the less she'll talk." 
As for his own taste in musio. it would seem to center around 
boisterous drinking and hunting songs, into whioh he bUrsts on 
the slightest provooation. And, inoidentally, there is a dis-
tinot similarity between the ensuing quotation and the insist-
enoe of Squire Western to go hunting despite all his wife's 
78 Ibid., 1001. 
79Ibid. 998. 
-' 
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entreaties, and his returning to drink all through the .l!lght. 
The song is Air VIII in the play, and the seoond and fifth 
stanzas of it are as follows: 
The wife around her husband throws 
Her arms, and begs his staz~. 
My dear, it rains, and hairs7 and snows; 
You will not hunt today. 
But-a hunting we will go. 
At length, his strength to f~intness worn, 
Poor Reynard ceases flight; 
Then hungry homeward we return, 
To feast away the night. 80 
Then a drinkin~ we will go. 
So, with a desoription of Sir Harry Foxchaoe. Squire 
Tankard, Sir Positive Trap, Sir Apish Simple. and Squire Badger 
we cover all the squires depioted in the plays of Henry Fieldin 
They have been silly, oredulous. boorish, hypooritioal, des-
picable. ignorant, hard-drinkers, lazy sportsmen - the objeots 
of laughter and satire. Fielding had so far been essentially 
.. 
a man of the town; and these rustics offered an excellent tar-
get for his frequent satire. Probably he had not so far really 
known a squire in real life, and consequently he formed in him-
self a complete aversion to them. For eight years now Fielding· 
had been writing for the stage, oarioaturing the false heroios 
and the sentimentality of the withering drama that had preceded 
him, and using his dramatic pen to pick small bits out of the 
politioal strategy of Rohert Walpole. In 1737 the Licensing 
Act forced him to disco,ntinue his play-writing; and.. when 
80~id. ~97. 
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Richardson's ~~la appeared, he found a new mode of eXfression 
At about this time, too, ~ielding married-Charlotte Craddook, 
his first wife. The J2ill!~ry of Nat ional B!.ogr~ tells us 
what soon happened to him: 
The laay was one of three !r.ters living on their 
own means at Salisbury ••• He inherited an estate 
of about two hundred pounds a year at Stower in 
uorsetshire. His extravaganoes and convivality, 
,aooording to Murphy, 'entirely devoured' his wife's 
'little patrimony' 'in less than three years' ••• 
it ,is probable that Booth's aooount in Amelia of his 
life in the oountry represents the faots: that 
Fielding was extravagant, an~ that neighbouring squir 
disliked and misrepresented the Londgier, who oer-
tainly had an eye for their foibles. 
But after this experienoe in the oountry, Fielding immediately 
assumes a better role asa delineator of squires. He now 
seems to have a muoh more oomprehensive oonoeption; a more 
distinot idea of them; he talks now as one who really under-
stands. His two ohief oreations in the realm of the squire-
arohy are Sq~ire Western and Squire ~llworthy. Both of these 
are not types; they are almost human. Fielding has breathed 
into them a spirit that far surpasses his former dramatio at-
tempts. 
Not that I would have you believe that Squire Western does 
not oonformto the general type of lOUd. boisterous. wrangling 
squires, for he really does. But the portrayal does not stop 
8l"Henry Fielding." in the ~tionarl of National B!£-
s.!:,B;,~ .' 
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there; it goes on with a ,wealth of detail to make the S!'uire 
seem not exaotly perfeot, but oertainly human and alive. His 
introduotion to the reader is ourious, too, for, although 
Squire Allworthy is introduoed per lonsum et latum, Western 
. 
'is brought in as a sort of afterthoui.tii. without even the 
distinotion of a name. He is, at first. "one of those gentle-
men who are oalled preservers of a gam~.tt82 He is said to be 
one of that olass of men referred to by Horaoe as "feras 
. oonsumers na ti." and by Fielding as "born to oonsume the beasts 
--. --
of the ~ield.,,83 Typioally, he resents any enoroaohment on 
his property, and vooiferously deolaims against the poaohing 
of the hapless Tom Jones. Thereafter, Squire Western leaves 
the story. until we are informed. that "an aotion was brought 
against the game-ke.eper by Squire Western (the gentleman on 
whose manor the part'rid.ge wa.s killed) .,,84 Thus Fielding oas-
ually introduoes the figure whose personality will dominate 
the entire novel. and then unexpeotedly drops him for the time 
being. But i1'ield.ing knew very well what he was doing; he 
knew that this momentary forgetfulness would be the prelude to 
a stronger renewal of that oharaoter. When Sophia refuses to 
... 
82Henry Fielding. The History of Tom Jones, a Foundlia&. 
London: J. M. D'ent and Sons, Ltd., 1932". lnC. III. on. 2, p. 72. 
83Ibid. 
84IbI~ •• Bk. IV, oh. 9. 
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marry Blifil, something amazing happens to the Squire's.,person-
ality. We are told that I1from then one, he is a. veritable 
whirlwind of contending passions. n85 
Fielding follows the traditional outlines of the squires 
when he portrays Squire Western as ha?~ng practically no eQ-
uoation. The Squire's untrained minQ is mmpletely obfuscated 
by the cultured discourse between Thwackum and the parson; and 
• he hastens to change the subject as quickly as possible nDrink 
about ••• Pox of your laws of naturel I don't know ~at you 
mean. either of you by right anQ wrongl n86 The poor Squire is 
sometimes taken entirely unawares by his sister who naturally 
looks down on him from her position as a bluestocking a~d some-
thing of an interested observer of politics, After one of her 
unintelligible talks. he cries out in despair: 
Sister ••• I have often warned you not to talk 
the court gibberish to me. I tell you I don't un- ~ 
derstand the lingo, but I can read a journal or the 
London Evening Post. Perhaps, indeed. there may be 
now ana. then a verse which I can't make much 0 f be-
cause half the letters are left out; yet I know very 
well what is meant by that, and that our affairs 
don't go so well as the~7should do. because of· 
bribery and corruption. 
This quotation shows the narrow confines of the Squire's 
sources of knowledge. His type of literature is similar to tha 
of the Tory Fox-hunter anQ Sir Roger de Coverley of Addison. 
85Wilbur L. Cross. The~story of Henry Fiel~ing. New Ha~ 
Yale ggiversity Press, 1918, Vol. II, p. 211. 
Tom Jones, Bk. IV. ch. 4, p. 105. 
87~id •• Bk. VI, ch. 2. p. 200. 
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His a.aughter. Sophia. heartily deplores the illiteraoy of her 
.' father, and. deolares that he daily improves in ignorance. On 
one oooasion, she says that she oannot oope with his nmore than 
Gothie ignoranoel n88 Like S~ire Badger, Western has a liking 
for musio; and. eaoh afternoon, when ~·, .. ,b.as beoome oompletely in-
ebriated, he has Sophia play for him on the harpsiohord.. Like 
Badger. too, he prefers the lighter forms of musio, suoh as 
,.. 
"Old. Sir Simon the King, n "Saint George 1+e was for England., n 
"Bobbing Joan," and several others.89 
Squire Western follows the traditional pattern of the usual 
Jaoobite squires in his narrow, ingrained preJudioes. Like the 
Tory Fox-hunter. he heartily detests anything that pertains to 
the oourts. the Presbyterians, and the house of Hanover. His 
ohief aversion centers around lords of any desoription. At one 
time he upbraia.s the messenger ,of Lord Fellamar wi th the blunt: 
Lookee, sir • • • I would not marry her to a 
lord upon any aooount; I hate all lords; they 
are a paroe.l of courtiers and Hanove~6ans, and 
I will have nothing to d.o with them. 
Another instanoe of his soorn for the members of this sort of 
. nobili ty ooours when he agrees to marry Sophia to Blifil even 
though his estate is small in oomparison to some of the others 
in the kingdom, for. says the squire, "Vost 0' zuoh great a's-
tates be in the hands of the lords, and I heate the very name 
~~Ibid., Bk. VII. oh. 3, p. 249. 
90IDli •• Ek. IV. oh. 5. p. 111. 
Ibid •• Ek. XVI. oh. 2, p. 284. 
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of themmun.ft~l .Amazingly similar to the Tory Fox-hunte;-, Squir 
Western also thinks that the Hanovers are responsible for all 
the bribery and oorruption of the times, and we find him sayin& 
on one oooasion, that he is a "true Englishman, and not of your 
Hanover breed that eat up the ~atio~~~2 In the same strain 
he had prev iously said: 
Do you think no one hath any understanding unless 
he hath been at court? Poxt. the world is oome to 
a fine pass indeed. if we are all fools, exoept a 
parcel of round-heads and Hanover rats. Poxl I 
hope the times are a ooming that we shall make fools 
of them. and every man shall enjoy his own • • • 
the country i~3erest may succeed one day or other 
for all tha t. 
But it is as a magistrate that Western displays the most 
ohildish intelligence. The whole affair is done, no doubt, to 
allow FielQing to portray the good heart of the Squire. When 
Mrs. Western demands that "justiceship'· be exercised on Mrs. 
Honour. the clerk of the court who, we are told, possessed one.,. 
trait "whioh no clerk to the justice of the peace ought ever to 
be without, namely some understanding in the law of therea~"~ 
advises Squire Western against sending the maiQ to the bride-
well. Then Western. for no apparent reason. decides to take 
the clerk's advice; and Mrs. Honour goes free. Although this 
, 
incident is a minor one, it serves to show the utter laok of 
~l Ibid. ~2I'6'Id. • ~3Ibid. : 
~4IbId. 
-- ' 
Ek. VI. oh. 2, p. 201. 
Bk. VII, oh. 3. p. 260. 
Bk. VI, oh. 14, p. 240. 
Bk. VII, oh. ~. p. 268. 
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.' oapaoity for their offioe that so many of the oountry squires 
had; and it stanQS in sharp oontrast to the outstanding abili-
ties of Squire Allworthy in the exeroise of the same magis-
terial powers. 
In nearly every soene in whioh he appears. Squire Western 
demonstrates an astounding laok of feeling and refinement, es-
peoially when he is taken unawares of ~s beoome exoited over 
something. Fielding rarely lets his oharge enter the pioture. 
unless he is in a state of agitation. FielQing is merely fol-
lowing the tradition of the Restoration dramatists when he 
brings his oharacter to London. a plaoe where the good squire 
admits, he has been only twioe before in his whole life, and 
then he remained there for but a fortnight at a time. 95 In the 
big oity Squire Western does very little to improve his manners 
and deportment. Here he is every whit as hot-headed anQ blus- ... 
tering as at home; he is not one to be hemmed in and restrioted 
by polite sooiety and deoorum. At one point he deolares that 
he will get Sophia from Lady Bellaston. even though he is foroEd ; 
to seek the servioes of the law to obtain his end. When he 
reaohes Lady Bellaston's manSion, he breaks in like an invading 
, 
army. and announoes his arrival in a voioe of suoh stentorian 
timbre that the entire house seems to have diffioulty in weath-
ering the blast. There are several instanoes of his impetuous 
aotions and words. But frequently the interest of the reader 
9~Ibid •• Ek. XV, oh. 6, p. 257. 
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has its souroe in the quaint Somerset dialeot of the Sq~ire. 
His oonversatiqn has a oharm, all its own; anQ it is only when 
his language degenerates into the very lowest forms of gross-
ness and depravity that we find it a~thing but pleasing. His 
. 
speeoh, soaroely that of the fashion~bae drawing-room, is fre-
quently spouted forth with little regard for the sensibilities 
of the others present; at times it is ooarse and profane; but 
• there is hardly any oooasion on whioh the squire has spoken to 
offend deliberately his hearers or to show himself to be the 
master of the oontraotions, synoopations. and elisions of the 
stable and the kennel. Rather he generally speaks in the pe-
ouliar dialeot of Somerset that he knows. and has founQ most 
useful in speaking to his tenants ana the defenaants and plain~ . 
tiffs who oome before his benoh. 
His habitual drinking and hunting have a marked effeot on 
his speeoh. Muoh of his time is spent in the fielQ. and it is 
almost entirely due to a mutual love for riding and hunting that 
the squire and Tom Jones beoome fast frienQs. This mutual at· 
traotion for sports also enables Tom to see a great deal of 
Sophia, for his father brings her along auring his rides and 
hunts; and thereby the main plot of the story is aotuated., As 
a fox-hunter, Squire Western is no beginner; rather he is pre-
sented to us as an expert along that line - one who was oapable 
of enoouraging his hounds with a ingeniously voioed r'halle." 
And we are told that he is fonder of his horses and his dogs 
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than any other thing on earth. for even his daughter Soihia, 
whom he loves dearly. is allowed only a seoond plaoe in his af-
feotions. This hapless young lady is oompelled by her father 
to aooompany him on his many hunts, so that he may have the 
double enjoyment of his Qogs and her.a- the same time. 96 When 
Tom Jones is ill, he is treated to a serenade every morning by 
the squire under his window; and the old gentleman never for-
• sakes his habit of greeting one and all with his expertly 
trained hunting hallo. 97 But the outstanding instanoe of the 
Squire'S love for the sport oomes to light when the Squire. 
pursuing his fleeing daughter and speaking all manner of threat~ 
is. a t the same tim. heard to be bewailing the loss of suoh a 
fine day for hunting. Then he meets some enthusiastio orony of 
his and, forgetful of his lost daughter and his threatened 
vengeanoe, joins in the hunt with astonishing eagerness and dis-
pa toh. 98 
. oj. 
Squire Western is quite a drinker, too. He is outlined ao-
oording to the traditional oonoeption of the hard-drinking type 
of squire. On one oooasion he tells us that beer may be regard-
ed as a sort of panaoea, whioh he ardently deolares to have 
~more virtue in it than was in all the physio in an apothe9ary's 
96Ibid. Bk. IV, oh. 13, p. 136. 
97IbId.: Ek. V, oh. 2, p. 152. 
98Ibid. Bk. XII, oh. 3. 
-- . 

54 
the sporti~~ season he a lways arose •• • befJ.;>re it 
was light. 1 
On numerous occasions the Squire shows his preference for his 
dogs over his daughter, but there is one instance in which he 
tempers his feeling for the canines by admitting that he would 
1- '47 
rather hear her voice than "the music of the best pack of 
hounds in F~gland."102 But she t~es only a second place in 
his ~ffections when we read that "he s.arce ever permitted her 
to be out of his sight unless he happens to be engaged with . 
his horses, ~ogs, or bottle."103 And in a different vein on 
the same subject we rea~ later that just as the Squire "loves 
her more than he did any other, so he was really jealous that 
she had loved her mother better than him," and we are informed 
tha t ehe was seldom forced to ask any favor twice, "as he loved 
her with such an ardent affection, that, by gratifying her he 
commonly conveyeu. the highes t gra tifica tion to himself. ,,104 .• 
According to this sentiment, the Squire must have injured him-
self most cruelly when he refused Sophia's request - that she 
be not forced to marry one whom she does not love. Her father 
is far from content with the way things are going after he has 
refused her, for he soon locks her up, swears at her. browbeats 
her savagely, and makes her entire existence a miserable ~tfair. 
i(5'1 Ib · d Ek. VII, ch. 4, p. 251. 102-L ·, 103~·' Ek. XVI. ch. 2, p. 286. o Ibid., Bk. IV. ch. 10, p. 129. 
1 4Ibid. Bk. IV, ch. 10, p. 128. 
-- , 
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just beoause she has opposed his will. But the old Squire 
soaroely knows any better way of aoting. For the most part. 
he has been brought up in an existenoe that tenaed to augment 
the inoipient pride he must have originally had. Everyone 
has kowtowed to him for so many year. '4'> w that. whether he 
was serving as magistrate on the Benoh, or leading an enthusi-
astio band of sportsmen, or buying drinks for the one and the 
• many. or violently upbraiding someone in his own mansion. he 
has oome to think that his will is a sort of divine right. 
Naturally then, at the time when we are introduoed to Squire 
Western. he is nothing more or less than a hot-headed. impul-
sive. undisoiplined old tyrant. And even the most oursory 
glanoe at the letters, diaries, etc.,of the period immediately 
show the reader that it must have been a tradition or oustom 
of the age for a father and mother to take full responsibility 
for the future husband and the arrangements for the" marriage 
of his daughter. And, furthermore, the daughter readily com-
plied with the ohoice and the desires of her parents. So' we 
would judge the Squire rather rashly, if we were to presume 
that he aoted very harshly, when he refused the daring request 
of his daughter to release her from marrying one whom she ~oes 
not love. Certainly. from the oonsideration of the fortune 
that she would find herself mistress of, the matoh is a very 
advantageous one, for it is quite evident that Blifil is a man 
of wealth. And the marriage would also be an advantageous one. 
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since we notice that Blifil is referred to as an ~honest 
.' 
country gentleman. n and that Sophia's own mother had married 
her father's choice, even though it was against her will. Ob-
viously. this paternal pre-arrangement of the match must have 
been the conventional thing. Are we.~ wonder, then, that 
Squire Western, the very antithesis of finesse and tact, sets 
about rectifying what he thinks is a frightful state of affairs 
• with the same indomitable vigor that he pursues his hounQs? 
On the same point, FielQing tries to justify the actions of 
his character: "We are not to arraign the squire of any want 
of love for his daughter; for in reality he had a great deal; 
we are only to consiQer that he was a squire and a sportsmanP~ 
Squire Western later appears as a loveable character, when he 
states that, if Sophia will but do as he Qesires, she will find 
that there is "narrow a father within a hundred miles 0' the 
plaoe that loves a daughter. nl06 
This ourious intermingling of harshness and affection in 
the Squire is, perhaps, best defined by the author in two des-
criptions. Fielding says of him that "he had not the least 
command over any of his paSSions; and that which had at any t~ 
the ascenQant in his mind hurried him to the wildest exoes~­
e8;,,107 and that "he conducted every scheme he undertook in 
105Ibid. Bk. XII, ch. 2, p. 102. 
106roid.: Bk. ~III. ch. 8. p. 380. 
107!£id., Bk. VI, ch. 7, p. 217. 
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suoh a manner. as if the suooess of that alone VIii suffic1en t 
to oonstitute the whole happiness of his life.ffl~i Indeed. 
Squire Western rarely takes enough time to thini!matter out, 
but usually gets one idea on a subjeot, impulsi'Vl~ sketohes a 
. 
method of bringing it into effeot, aird .... then pig-!Iid.edlyrushes 
it to its oonolusion. In the beginning of the tile, Tom Jones 
finds himself quite an objeot of the Squire's fo~ness; but, as 
• 
soon as he ohanoes to oppose that gentleman's de!lres and plans, 
he hears himself pioturesquely, heartily, and frl~Qently oursed. 
And, aside from all oppOsition to his sovereign illl. he often 
is influenoed by some partioular whim of the mom!!; a tone 
time he is seen oapering about and <1anoing, and !Ianother. he 
is blasting out the most terrible ourses, or, pOlllbly. weeping 
as though his heart would break. Can we help thhling that he 
is any other than a human being? Can we avoid 6~Bifying him 
as far removed from the stan<1ardized type of squIre so frequent-
ly depioted in the literature of the period? He jl no oountry 
gentleman with one or two oharaoteristios magnifill and oari-
oa tured; he is no mere etohing of a person; he adlally lives. 
With extreme oleverness, Fiela.ing, knowing full 1111 that most 
human beings are prone to praotioe only too few ~Ithe prinoi-
pIes and ideals they have, has outlined for us ama who, sinoe 
he has slight knowledge of right and wrong, and ll~IB accordingly, 
is entirely human. Squire Western scarcely conf()tls to Field-
... 
r , 
ing's a~iom of the wise man - rtNever to buy at too dear~ 
prioe,rtlOS for he is generally paying, due to his mixture of 
ponesty and impetuosity, for aotions expensive to his own happi-
ness and that of others. But, despite nearly all former ohar-
aoterizations of his sooial olass, h~ ~efinitely is honest, and 
honest even though it hurts him. From the time that he gave 
his word to Blifil and Squire Allworthy oonoerning the marriage • 
• he thenoeforth promptly rejeoted any other arrangement, even 
though it appeared extremely advanta.geous. Towara. his Sister, 
Miss Western, his attitude is one of greed and respeot. He 
does everything in his power to keep in existenoe their family 
ties, although they are rather slender most of the time. His 
idea seems to be, to run as little risk as possible of losing 
her fortune that some day ought to be his. He shows praotioally 
no affection for her, but he has a magnifioent oontrol of his 
.... 
temper aQU aotions when she is present. His diplomaoy in his 
relation~ with her is admirably expressed by Fielding: 
~he squire, though perhaps he had never read 
Maohiavel, was, however, in many points, a per-
feot politioian. He strongly held all those wise 
tenets which are so well inouloated in that Politioo-
Peripatetio school of Exohange-alley. He knew the 
Just value and only use of money, viz., to lay it 
up. He was likewise well skilled in the exaot v~lue 
of reversions, expectations, eto., and had often 
considered the amount of his sister's fortune, and 
the ohanoe whioh he or his posterity had of inherit-
ing it. This he was infif±8ely too wise to saorifioe 
1~ a trifling resentment. 
1091b 110~.' Bk. VI, oh. 3, p. 206. 
~~ •• Bk. VI. ch. 2. p. 202. 
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But beyond this shrewd business sense of the Squire, s~ohar­
aoteristic of the oitizens of the "nation of shop-keepers," 
there lies no other miserly or avarioious quality. 
Squire Western seems a good deal like Sir Roger de coverl~ 
. 
;J. ,,; .. 
in his attitude toward religion and church. Several times we 
read that he "very often" goes to the ohuroh servioes. But 
distinctly implied in this oonnectionJs the feeling that he 
periodically neglects his duty. Perhaps his dogs and horses 
take up too muoh of his time. Toward his parson he aots in a 
manner oharacteristio of most of the landeQ gentry of his age. 
Sir Leslie Stephen says of the eighteenth oentury clergyman 
that "The ordinary parson, though he might be thoroughly re-
speotable and amiable, was dependent upon the squire as his 
superior upon the ministe re .,tlll And this is just the case be-
tween Parson Supple and Squire Western, for the olergyman is ~ 
foroed to put up with a great deal of abuse. This poor fellow 
is dominated by the Squire, ana pushed around and treated with 
astonishing disrespe~t. Typioal of Squire Western's relations 
with his chaplain is: ttAt'nt in pulpit now? when art a got up 
there I never mind what dost say; but I won't be priest-ridden, 
nor taught how to behave myself by thee."ll2 
One element in the character of Squire Western has evoked 
a controversy. Some would have it that the Squire displayed in 
lllSir Leslie Stephen. English Literature and Societl in 
the Ei,hteenth Centurz, p. l~. . --
--r~TomJoneS:-Bk. XV, ch. 5, p. 253. 
his squabble with Captain Egg1ane oertain aotions inoonlistent 
with his oharaoter as it was ultimately portrayed. Partisans 
of this sentiment line up behind Sir Walter Soott. And opposed 
to them are those who stand behind the arguments of Wilbur L. 
Cross on the subjeot. ~irst of a11 •• geott oonsiders it oer-
tainly unreasonable that Squire Western should have "taken a 
beating so unresistingly from the friend of Lord Fellamar," and 
• then goes on to say that the passage is probably an interpola-
tion. l13 Inoidenta1ly. some oontend it is not an interpolation 
sinoe it appears in the first edition of the wor~s. Contrarily, 
Cross hastens to defend the portraiture of the Squire: 
Western. though no ooward. was never very brave. 
He could threaten, browbeat. and even use his 
fists or his whip on Somerset boys and school-
masters; but the si tua tion was no t qui te the same 
in London. He did not know the ways of the town • • • 
unarmed at the time, he was taken off his guard when 
Captain Egg1ane boxed his ears with a oane ••• 
Had he been armed, he would have retaliated; in faot~ 
he immediately oha1lenged the Captain to fight him ••• 
either with bare fists or single stioks. The invita-
tion was deolined • • • Fielding knew the English 
Jaoobite better than Soott; he knew that beneathlf!s 
noise and bluster there was no unoommon bravery. 
And, in addition to this exoe11ent defense of the drawing of the 
Squire, there is an inoident in the book that would tend to show 
the same thing. It ooou.rs when Tom Jones is fighting B1if!1. 
ll~Sir Walter Soott. Misoe11ane~ Wor~~. Vol. III, p. 105. 
Cross. ~~istorl-or-Henrl Fier~~~. Vol. II, p. 211. 
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Squire Western rushes right into the battle in whioh he .,sees 
two men attaoking one, despite the faot, as ~ielding tells us, 
that one of them had a oourage "as strong as his faith and his 
body was no less strong. nl15 
In nearly every respeot Squire WeYtern possessed the out-
landish traits of the squires that preoeded him in literature, 
but his outline is filled in with suoh a wealth of detail that 
• it easily surpasses all its mOdels. Even though the portrai-
ture of him does oontain details that are often seemingly in-
oonsistent. yet its etoher had suoh a unified oonoept of the 
whole that the work is astonishingly true to life. His models 
all were patterns - ill-mannered, without eduoation and travel, 
prejudioed, misogynists, lovers of the hunt-patterns. a knowl-
edge of whioh oertainly entered into his own drawing. But the 
unrefined charaoteristios of his predeoessors in literature 
grate upon the nerves of the reader, whereas those of Squire 
Western seem to have some justifioation, merely beoause we feel 
that we actually know him. One of the details by whioh Fielding 
oauses us to think that we are aoquainted with this gentleman 
is the instanoe in whioh we are told that towara his Sister he 
stands "more in awe than of any other human oreature, though 
he would never own this, nor did he perhaps know it himself. nl16 
--
115Tom Jones, Vol. 2, oh. 11, p. 181. 
l16Ibid.~lOok XVI. oh. 4, p. 292. 
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By this sta tement, Fielding has revealed one more detaiJ., in 
the personality of the Squire, which leads the reader to 
believe that he now knows the character of that gentleman 
better than he does himself. And so it is by such clever de-
. 
vices as the one pointed out that th~ ~uthor oreates a squire 
that effortlessly surpasses similar charaoters. Then, too. 
in preceding squires, the reader met men who were politicians • 
.. 
magistrates. heavy-drinkers. ardent sportsmen; but in the case 
of Squire Weste,rn we are introduced, not to a member of a 
general class, but to one who belongs to a small subdivision 
of a general class. Thus, our country gentleman is interested 
in just so much politics,· ana. we are told precisely how muah. 
We know. not only that he was a heavy-drinker. but also that 
he was one who loved to listen to his daughter play on the 
harpsichora., while he was inebriated. As a sportsman he was 
not just an ardent one; rather he was an ardent sportsman who 
loved his dogs ana. horses better than his own daughter; and, 
even though he was highly pleased with Tom Jones, on one occa-
sion. yet he merely goes far enough to offer him any horse in 
his stable, "except only the Chevalier ana. Miss Slouch. nl17 
Squire Western is more than an uneducated squire; he is one who 
proudly classes himself far above the educated. When he is 
speaking of Milton. he says: "Damn Milton' if he haa the im-
pudence to say so to my face, I'd lend him a douse thof (§i~ 
l17!bi~., Book VI. ch. 14. p. 239. 
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h nl18 .' e was never so great a man. When the Squire goes to 
London, he naturally shows himself a dolt, but Western has suf-
ficient common sense and intuition to avoid being made a fool 
of by Lord Fellamar and Lady Bellasto~. Ordinary squires are 
prone to S1nrar and curse in thundering tones, but our subject 
confines his swearing and cursing to the soft. flowing dialeot 
of Somersetshire. In regard to Squire 6estern. Dobson has said: 
"His foaming impulses and his quick subsidings, his tears, his 
oaths. and his barbaric dialeot, are all essential features in 
a personal portrait."119 But, despite all his imperfeotions, 
his vulgar language of the stable and the kennel, despite his 
selfishness and pride, his rusticity and ignoranoe, his brutal-
ity and boisterousness. we cannot help liking the Squire. As 
we leave him at the end of the story, playing with his little 
grand-daughter in the nursery, and oonfiding that her "tattling. 
••• is sweeter music than the finest cry of dogs in England," 
we realize that, as one oritic so paradoxically wDote, "if 
none of them (!he other country sqUires in English literaturiJ 
have been so gross, none of them have been so real and humanpl2Q 
l18bbid •• Book VI, ch. 14. p. 239. 
119nobson, ~Fieldi~. p. 177. 
120Cross. II, p. 212. 
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.,,' Squire Allworthy proves to be the exoeption that proves 
the rule. If it were not for his title. one woula have dif-
fioulty in classifying him as a squire at all; for he has 
little or nothing in oommon with that ,body of men from whioh 
the pioturesque squire in literature was drawn. He bears some 
resemblance to Sir Roger de Coverley. but there is likewise a 
marked difference. Both were examples ~f the "good-natured 
man"; ana, as such. were distinguished by benevolenoe. whioh, 
unfortunately, sometimes drifted into sentimentalism. Squire 
Allworthy lacks the warm humanity that makes Sir Roger a lov-
able figure. He is even more thoroughly virtuous than a 
charaoter in a morality play, who, at least, was oompleted with 
an exposition of one of the virtues. But the good Squire is a 
lifeless paragon of every virtue oonoeivable, and his flawless 
oharaoter stands out in greater prominenoe beoause of the oon-~ 
trasting tendenoies of his associates in the book. 
Fielding surprises us with his introduction of Squire All-
worthy after having given us what we thought was his oonception 
of a squire in the piotures of Sir Positive Trap and Squire 
Badger. It seems almost oontradiotory to have a Squire intro-
~ duced to us as a man "who might well be oalled the favorite of 
both nature and fortune; for both of these seem to have oon-
tended whioh should bless and enrich him most.n121 Squire 
121~., Bk. I, oh. 2, p. 3. 
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.' Allworthy's oharaoter is summed up in the following: "he has 
a solid understanding. a sound institution, and a benevolent 
heart. n122 ~ielding never permits the squire to step out of 
this rigid oharaoter. 
It is evident at onoe that there is a differenoe between 
the baokground of Allworthy and that of the other squires. He 
is a man of exquisite taste; his house ~ a monument to Gothio 
arohiteoture. "There was an air of grandeur in it that struok 
you with awe, and rivalled the beauties of the best Greoian 
arohiteoture; and it was as oommodious within as venerable with-
ou t •• f123 The same tas te is evident in his grounds "owing less 
124 
to art than to nature," an exoeption in an age when gardens 
ran to olipped hedges and Greek statuary. The house is in keep-
iag with the oharaoter of the man, unadorned and yet impressive. 
It is always open to worthy men regardless of their position. .• 
The general impression seems to be that Allworthy frequented 
the oompany of men of good taste, and yet the men of his house-
hold do not seem to oarry this stamp. His oonversation mani-
fests so muoh oulture and disoernment, that Fielding's words 
are partioularly apt: 
Though he had missed the advantages of a learned 
eduoation. y~t, being blest with vast natural abil-
122Ibid. 
l23IOid., Bk. I. oh. 4, p. 8. 
124Ibld. 
--
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·' ities. he had. so well profited by vigorous though 
late application to letters and by much conversa-
tion with men of eminence in this way, that he 
was himself a I~5Y competent judge of most kinas 
of literaturet 
Fielding does not tell us why A41.orthy was aenied the 
opportunity of a better education. It is hard to reoonoile 
this with the fact tha t the S<p ire was a man gifted with rta 
• solid understandingrt and favored by fortune "with the inheri-
tance of one of the largest estates in the country.rt But al-
though Allworthy for some unknown reason was denied the benefits 
of travel and education in his youth. he is neverthless a re-
fined. cultivated man. 
Particularly in his attitude toward women is the Squire 
above reproach in his chivalrous behavior. Bot even when his 
moral sense is offended by the lapse of Jenny Jones aoes he 
forget his superior code of manners; moreover. he promises to 
respect her desire of secrecy regarding the paternity of Tom. 
.. 
His finesse and gentleness in hanaling this tic.lClish situation 
could hardly be duplicated by a man of inferior breeding. How 
different would be the reaction of Squire Western to a like 
situation? Allworthy. though Blifil's lies find him an ea~y 
mark. is discerning enough to sense something ·deeper in Sophia's 
125~ •• Bk. I. ch. 10, p. 24. 
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aversion to the proposed marriage than is at onae evident. 
Conseq~ently he resolves to do his utmost to prevent_ the match: 
But I declare ••• I will neve'r give my . 
consent to any absolute force b~ing put on her 
inolinations. nor shall yo~'~ver have her, 
unless she oan be brought freely to aomplianoe .126 
This interest in. Sophia's marriage is unusual. An explanation 
may be that. because his own married l\fe was so happy. he 
Wishes Sophia's to be similar. In England in the eighteenth 
oentury. the marriage question was entirely left to the parents, 
and the bride's inolinations went unnoticed. The weighty, in 
fact almost the only problem of marriage. was the question of 
the settlement. Having seen. therefore. the attitud.e of the 
sqUire towards two women of d.ifferent sooial ranks, we are 
left with the oonolusion that Allworthy's oourtesy toward women 
was a universal one. unqualified by their rank or position. 
Fielaing also oites Allworthy's talent as a perfeot host 
in proof of his refinement. It is stated that "neither Mr. 
Allworthy's house nor his heart. were shut against any part 
of mankind. but they were both more p~rticularly open to men 
of merit."127 Everyone is allowed complete freedom to aome 
and go as he pleases. The Squire never intrudes himself on his 
12oIbid ., Bk. XVI. oh. 6. p. 304. 
127Ibid •• B~. I h 10 2~ &. • o. • p. OJ. 
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.' guests"thereby oausing them any disoomfort. He desires that 
his guests remain "within the restrictions only of law, virtue, 
and religion. ,,128 In this respeot Allwortby is similar to Sir 
Roger de Coverley. 129 
... 
The good S<p. ire is very much a ttraoted to pie ty. When we 
are first introduced to him he is at prayer in his room, na 
oustom whioh,·t the author assures us, '\;he never broke through 
on any aooount. tl130 Fielding is lightly satirioal in his 
apology for the squire's rapt devotion. He oalls it the rtwhim-
sioal" notion the good squire has of eternity being a plaoe 
where he hopes to be jOined eternally with his good wife. 131 
Fielding says: 
His mind was, indeed, tempered with that philosophy 
whioh beoomes a man and a Christian. He affeoted 
no absolute superiority to all pleasure and pain, 
to all joy and grief, but was not at the same time 
to be disoomposed and ruffles by every aooid.ental Ao 
blast, by every smile or frown of fortune.132 
He is ooncerned with the problem'of death in only the slight-
est possible way; it fails to terrify him, beoause, like Cato, 
128Ibid ., Bk. I,oh. 10, p. 23. 
129SIrRoger, "who is very well aoquainted with my humour, 
lets me rise and go to bed when I please, dine at his own table. 
or in my 'chamber, as I think fit, sit still, and say nothing, 
without bidding me be merry.d Th~~eotal~, No. 106. 
130Tom Jones, .Bk. I,eh. 3, p. 0-
131-~---10 icL ., Bk. I, eh. 2, p. 4. 
132~!~., .Bk. VI, eh. 3, p. 205. 
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he knows neither guilt nor fear. That his religious faith 
was more than a pretense and was a result of muoh philosophioal 
speoulation is evident in his dying speeoh. Here he advises 
the calm aoceptance of death, and impr~sses the reader with 
his sincere goodness, despite the defeots of a too tedious 
moralizing and the improbability of such sustained vocal en-
• ergy in a dying man. His stoic acoeptanoe of death is un-
usually courageous. As a philosopher he is concerned more 
with moral implioations. He is not entirely a consistent char-
acter. because the details of his outlined personality were 
never filled in by ~ielding. 
The Squire's chief character trait is his benefaction. 
His intelligence. refinement, and religious enthusiam are all 
important. "but the novelist is concerned with him especially 
as the ffgood man" of the eighteenth century. We oannot go too 
deeply into the matter here since it was related to some of 
the most controversial and philosophical questions of the 
eighteenth century. One of the most typioal movements of the 
... 
century was sentimentalism. A "good ,.man" was a benevolent man. 
one whose naturally good instincts were not corrupted by m9ral 
weakness or the evils of society. Shaftesbury was a leading 
spokesman of those who be lieved in the "good man r• in opposition 
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to Hobbes, who, while maintaining the asoendancy of the pas-
sione, denied the presence of good instincts and social love. 
Benevolenoe was uefined as a gOOd passion, fundamental in human 
nature beoause it is based on man's _o.al sense. So paramount 
was this passion of benevolence that it furnished its own re-
ward, nan inward rapture." 
• In Squire Allworthy this benevolenoe was the result of 
wiaclom. As Fielding says: "I mus t • • • intrOduce a digression 
concerning true wisdom, of whioh Mr. Allworthy was in reality 
as great a pattern as he was of gooa.ness. n133 Fieluing evident-
ly intended to make Allworthy his example of a truly wise man, 
so that his wieuom is not only the guiding factor in an under-
standing of his oharaoter but a strong indication ana. exposi-
tion of the author's views. It is frequently doubtful as to 
... 
what extent an author has inserted his own ideas into the con-
versation of one of his charaoters, but in this instanoe Field-
ing makes it plain that he is giving his own opinions. He says: 
Wisdom • • • only teaohes us to extend a simple 
maxim universally known B.nd followed. even in 
the lowest life, a little farther than that life 
carries ±~4 And this is not to buy at ioc dear 
a price. 
1133~., Bk. VI, ah. 3, p. 206. 
34~. 
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in the simple pleasures of the oountry gentleman. Fielding 
says tha t .tllm rthy "was na turally a man of spiri t; • • • he 
had possessed much fire in his youth and had married a beauti-
ful woman for love. n137 .As we have seen. his house is open 
.... 
always to company. and he always acts the perfect host. He 
is favorably inclined toward any amusements that are not ob-
jectionable to his standards of morals~r good taste. He is 
merciful and wise in his administration of justice; but he never 
allows his gentleness to distort his judicial sense. He may 
feel deeply in his heart for a criminal. but nevertheless he 
preserve his sense of duty intact. Examples of this are his 
firmness with Partridge and Blaok George. He is generous to 
them and their dependents without sacrificing his standards 
of duty; nor is he guided in this by the good. opinion o·f the 
world.. 
In the face of all this. it is harJ to understand the 
squire's failure to recognize the imposition put upon pim by 
others. Someeocplanations. however. can be offered to defend 
the Squire from the charge of a too easy credulity. It would 
seem that a man Of Allworth~'s character and intelligence would 
instantly see through the intrigues of Blif!l. Thwackum. and 
137!bi~ •• p. 207. 
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Square. Fielding himself was a fiery opponent of all fo~ms 
of triokery ana.diaSimulation, and with his penetrating skill 
he unCOvers the secret motives of their hearts. But these 
characters as revealed to the reader a~e not neoessarily so 
..... 
seen by Allworthy, who views them only when their oonduct is 
guided,by the oonsoiousness of his presenoe. Cross has this 
to say on the ju~gment of Squire Allworlhy: 
He is blinded by the glare of an unblemished 
oharaoter into taking hypoorites ••• for what 
they seem; only the most conolusive evidenoe 
'oan induoe him to ohange his favorable opinion 
of men by whom he has been grossly deceived ••• 
His head is sacrifioed to his heart; he is 
saved from being a fool by a certain qUiet humor 
and a determination when once undeceived. to 
punish the rasoals that have fed upon him.138 
It must be remembered. however, that Allworthy most likely is 
a good deal of a stranger to the outside world. Sinoe he was 
not the reoipient of a "learned eduoation," and had little 
opportunity to travel. he must have passed the greater part 
of his life in the oountry leading a rather peaoeful and un-
eventful life. He was a man of such a kina. and unselfish 
charaoter that it is only to be expeoted that he should plaoe 
more than average trust in others. As the author himself says: 
As no man was ever more sensible of the wants 
or more ready to relieve the distresses of other~ 
so none oould be more tender of their charaoters 
or slower to believe anything to their disadvan-
tages .139 
1~8cross. ~Hist££Z-2t HenEl Fielding. II, p. 205-07. l39Fieldin~ •. Tom Jones. II, p. 53. 
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Cross remarks on his "unblemished oharaoter. tt Since he is 
such an example of an extraordinarily high character, ever 
prompted by motives disinterested and unselfish. why is it 
unusual that he should ever be slow ~o. search out deceit in 
..... 
others? Moreover. ?ielaing is very careful to make it clear 
that Allworthy has no ocoasion to conceive such a olear insight 
into the characters of '.I!hwaokum. Squartt, ano. Blifil as has the 
reader. so that the Squire. who. to be sure. realizes many of 
their defects, nevertheless has no re'al reason to distrust 
them. As regard.s 'lhwackum. Allworthy is haro.ly to be blamed 
if he trusts him at first Sight, because he comes on the rec-
ommendation of a friend whom Allworthy respects. On his first 
arrival he seemed to be worthy of Allworthy's ~aith; but in 
time the Squire was made conscious of his faults, which, how-
ever, were hardly grounds for his o.ismissal. Field.ing's views .... 
are clearly elucidated in the following quotation: 
~or the reader is greatly mistaken. if he con-
ceives that Thwackum appeared to Mr. Allworthy 
in the same light as he doth to him in this his-
tory; ana he is as muoh deceived, if he imagines 
that the most intimate acquaintanoe whioh he him-
self oould have had with that divine, would have 
informed him of those things which we, from our 
,inspiration, are enabled to open and disoover. 
Of readers who, from suoh deoeits as these, oon-
demn the wisdom or penetration of Mr. Allworthy 
I shall not sorup~ to say, that they made a very 
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bad and ungrateful use of that knowledge whioh 
we have oommunioated to them. n140 
The defeots of Square.are likewise evident to ~llworthy, but 
he hopes that "the different exuberanoe of these gentlemen 
... 
would oorreot their aifferent imperfeotions;" and his soheme 
to bring this about, although unaffeoted.ly simple, was prompted 
by a good mo ti ve to excuse it. Fie ldi~ ooncludes: "We do 
not pretend to introduoe any infallible" oharaoters into this 
history; where we hope nothing will be fo~nd whioh hath never 
yet been seen in human nature.,,14l Allworthy should not sus-
peot his nephew Blifil of hypoorisy. Blifil is too olever to 
be deteoted; the viotim is always Tom, who. through an unhappy 
chain of oiroumstanoes and oOinoidenoes, app~ars as the villain. 
Blifil is careful to maintain an attitude of devotion and piety 
to the Squire and his tutors; he never makes a misplay and. 
in faot, would deoeive a man much more used to the ways of the 
world than his unole. The Squire is profuse in his sorrow 
when he beoomes aware of his mistake in regard to Tom, but the 
foundling protests that the deoeption was olever enough to fool 
the wi~est man. 142 It seems, then. that Fielding was oareful 
not to leave the impression .tha t the Squire was a oredulous man 
and inserted these·inoidents to show that there was nothing 
--
14°1' ~d l41..Q.~· • l42!bi~. 
ill'!.!.. 
III, p. 84. 
XVIII, p. 392. 
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in his conduct inconsistent with his characterization as a 
pattern of virtue. 
This inclination on the Squire'S part to attribute to 
men only the best of motives is but ~ facet of that gentle-
mants charity. In his discourse with the captain, we learn 
his idea and, what is more. ~ielQing's iQea of what constitutes 
true charity. It is the captain's contention .that Scripture 
cannot be citeQ to prove that benevolence, generosity or benefi-
cence constitute charity. Rather. according to him. the highes 
virtue consists "the forming of a benevolent opinion of our 
brethren. anQ passing a favorable judgement on their actions.nl43 
By the liberal donation of alms there is danger of fostering 
vice and encouraging badness. and so such practices shoulQ be 
discourageQ. In general, the Squire agrees with the captain. 
but is not so violent in his denunciation of alms-giving. He ,.. 
believes that a kindly. unselfish attitude should be the founda-
tion of a man's charity. but that it should likewise be mani-
fested in action, and one form of action is alms-giving. 
There is not much merit in performing an act of duty such as a 
charitable act because of an "indispensmble duty, enjoined by 
the Christian law. and by the lal": of nature itself. n144 And 
furthermore. this duty is so pleasant "that if any duty could 
be said to be its own reward. as to pay us while we are dis-
143Tom Jones. nk. II, ch. 5, p. 61. 
144Ibid., -p; 51 and 52. 
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oharging it, it was thiS."145 The merit of a obaritabl&'aot 
oomes from the saorifioe of the person performing it, but as 
regards maKing someone unwort~ the objeot of your charity, th 
oonsideration should not aeter the giver. "Nothing less than 
a persuasion of universal depravity ~a~ look ap the oharity 
of a good man; ana this persuasion must lead him ••• either 
to atheism or enthusiam."146 
It oan truly be said that the Squire lives up to his 
ideas on oharity. His tenaerness is so all-embraoing that: 
Nothing but the steel of justioe oould ever sub-
aue it. To 'be importunate in any respeot was suf-
fioient, if there was no demerit to oounterpoise 
it, to turn the soale of that good man's pity 
and to engage his friendship and benefaotion. 147 
He even extends his generosity to those who were unworthy of 
it. Partridge and his wife would have starved if some "un-
known" donor had not proviaea them with sufficienli for the~r 
livelihood, for 
They imagined, ana so, doubt not, will the reader, 
th~t Mr. Allworthy himself was their seoret bene-
faotor; who. though he would not openly encourage 
vice. oould yet privately relieve the distresses 
of the vioious themselves, when these beoame to08 exquisite and disproportionate to their merit.~4 
The Squire is careful to hide his oharity. His greatness of 
soul is well known, however. and he is a symbol of benevolenoe 
and kindness to everyone who knows him. Mrs. Miller who has 
145 Ib id • p. 52. 
146- • 
147Ibid • Ibid., Bk. III. Ch. 7, p. 88. 
148IbIa •• Bk II Ch 7 
• ,. • • 58. 
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most good to his oreatures."152 .' When we leave him at the end, 
he is still genial and oharitable notwithstanding the many 
disappointments he has suffered from people in vhom he had 
plaoed his trust. His enemies have r~oeived their just deserts, 
... 
and he is in the oirole of his true friends sharing their happi-
ness. 
It may be tha t. beoause Allworthy.l s oharaoter is without 
blemish, it is hard to v.'arm to him. Few of his ori tios evinoe 
the admiration of Murphy: 
Allworthy is the most amiable pioture in the world 
of a man who does honor to his own speoies; in his 
own heart he finds oonstant and generous aotions, 
and his understanding conduots him with disoretion 
in the performanoe of v!ha tever his goo(lne ss sugges ts 
to him. And though. the author has laboured the por-
trait oon amore, and meant to ofter it to mankind 
as a just obJeot of imitation. he has solemnly 
restrained himself within tf53bounds of probabil-
ity ••• of strict truth." 
The general opinion is that Fielding has strained his pen to 
produoe a model oharacter and that the result has been a rather 
WOOden figure. Dobson says that Allworthy is a type rather 
than a oharaoter ••• that he is stiff ana. oola.. "an impeooa-
ble personage. n154 Cross pOints out that the Squire is with-
out life. the same statuesque oharaoter from first to laB~.155 
152Ioid •• p. 9. 
153IrtEur Murphy. 'Essay in J. Browne's edition of Fielding~ 
wks.. I I p. 65. 15~Dobson. ~nrz !ie!~. p. 127. 
155Cross, gistory_Of Hen~~ield~, II, p. 209. 
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It is true that the Squire is too perfect a figure ever to 
gain the sympathetic attention of the reader of Tom Jones. 
- -
We may admire him, but there is no feeling that he is one of 
ourselves. or virtuous, yet human anj·~ovable. as Sir Roger 
de Coverley. 
CHAPTER FOUR 
Comparison of the Squires in Addison and in ?ielding 
~uring several episodes in both ,the Sir Roger de Coverley 
.... 
papers anCl in the worKS of Fielding. the members of the squire-
archy act and talk similarly. Sometimes this similarity is 
found merely in a line· of a song, som~im€s it occurs as a 
reaction to a situation, an~ sometimes it finds its expression 
in a dominant virtue or vice. But each time that it appears, 
the likeness of the portraits is due to a sameness of subjeot -
the squirearchy. What was sketched in all cases was one spe~ 
oial sooial class. and the sketching necessarily outlined like 
details. But, although all the subjects or !hats of these 
pictures were alike, yet the ~ or methods of drawing them 
were quite dietinct. To view these methods and subjects in .A 
their similarities ana. dissimilarities would be useful. 
In The S2e~lato~, No. 116. Sir Roger remarks that he 
has sent to other counties to get a supply of foxes. so that 
the dwindling number of them in his own may not foroe him to 
forego his favorite diversion. Henry ~ielQing in his !!! 
, 
Qui~ in E~land has a song of a fox-hunter that is strongly 
reminiscent of Sir Roger. Squire Badger sings: 
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A brushing fox in yonder wood 
Secure to find we seek; 
For why? I carried sound ai~ good. 
A cartload there last week. 6 
In the kind and amount of reading they do. the Tory Fox-
hunter, Sir Roger de Coverley, and S~u.re Western are similar. 
Thus, the Tory Fox-hunter remarks that his friends living in 
the country "never see how things go except now and then in 
., 
~~~_Lette!:. and I read that more for style than for news. n157 
By the word ~!lle in this passage, the Tory Fox-hunter does 
not mean literary style, but rather the style or the fashion 
of clothes. AnQ beyond Bl~~_Lett~!:. the Wox-hunter evinces 
no other literary attainments. except. perhaps. his reference 
to the prevalence of poor ~.;eather. which may be interpreted 
as spoken in the phraseology of some almanac. Sir Roger's 
reading and knov71edge of Ii terature seems to be limited to 
Baker' s .Q.£!:.2..!!!..£!~ and ThLSuppl~~!!.h. although once there 
is a rather nebulous observation about "other authors, who 
always lie in his hall window. tt158 The Spectator himself 
implies a dearth of literary Knowledge in his friend. when 
he writes that "could he 'btilieve that Sir Roger had ever read 
Shakespeare, he might th~nk that he had taken a hint from 
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And in the oase of 
Squire Western, i~ is probable that he never suspeoted that 
John Milton was anyone other than some person in his own 
distriot at this time. He talks of.h~m in the same way he 
~~ 
would of a fellow sportsman or a poaohing parishioner: "Damn 
Milton\ if he had the impudenoe to say so to mw faoe, ltd 
lend him a douse thof he was never so~reat a man. nl60 
In their hatred of Ranoverians and Presbyterians, The 
Tory Fox-hunter and Squ.ire Western are quite similar. Of the 
Tory Fox-hunter we are told: 
In short, I found by his Qiscourse that he had 
learned a great deal of politics, but not one 
word of religion, from the parson of bis par-
ish • • • he had scaroe any other notion of re-
ligion, but that it consisted in hating Presby-
terians. 161 
And, while that gentleman is in the city, and his pocket is 
picked, he is quite sure that his purse and his almanac oould 
only have been taken by a oardinal, and the cardinal could 
be none other than "a Presbyterian in disguise. n162 In a 
like strain Squire Western also follows the traditional 
pattern of the usual Jacobite squires in his narrow, in-
169Addison, in !~e Spe£ta~, No. 116. 
160Tom Jones, Bk. VI, ch. 14, p. 239. 
16lIadison.-in The Freeholder, No. 22. 
162Ibid • - -
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grained prejudioes. He heartily detests anything that~er­
tains to the courte, the Presbyterians, and the house of 
Hanover. His chief aversion centers arouna lords of any 
description. At one time he upbraius the messenger of Lord 
. 
;;. I • ., 
Fellamar with: 
Lookee, sir ••• I woula not marry her to a 
lord upon any acoount; I hate all lords; 
they are a parcel of courtie~s ana Hanover-
ians'lg2d I will have nothi~g to uo with 
them. ' 
In his treatment of his chaplain, Sir Roger de Coverley 
is oertainly similar to Squire Western. The former, we are 
told, will not suffer himself to be insulted with Latin and 
Greek at his own table in the words of his chaplain. Rather 
"1"4 he wants a clergyman "of plain sense than of muoh learning. 0 
He wants one who will be ~illing to deliver a sermon from the 
ohoice of Sir Roger - a s~rmon of some one of the eminent 
divines, such as Tillotson, Saunderson, Earrow, Calamy, and 
South. 165 Squire Western, in a like vein, also deciaes what 
his chaplain shall preach to him. However. he has none of the 
intimaoy with his spiritual adviser that Sir Roger has. 
Rather the Somers'et oountry gentleman d.ominates him, and 
163Tom Jones, Bk. XVI. oh. 2, p. 284. 
1645Addiso07-in The~otator, No. 106. 16 Ibid. -
--
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treats him with astonishing disrespect. .' At one point, S~ ire 
Western blurts out to his chaplain: "At'nt in pulpit now? 
When art a got up there I never mind what dost say: but I 
won't be priest-ridden, nor taught how to behave ~self by 
... 
th rt166 ee. 
Numerous other similari t.ies in the characters, their 
actions. their speech, etc., Could be .hown. But the most 
striking thing in any work of Addison or any of ~ielding is 
the two opposing methods in which the portraits of the squires 
can be d.ravTn. The squire coula be represented as a member of 
a class, with all the various vices and virtues of it. or 
he could be outlined in extreme detail - so muoh so that he 
becomes human. Into the first classification. fit Sir Posi-
tive Trap. Sir ~unbelly Clumsey. Sir Apish Simple. Squire 
Tankard. Sir Harry Foxchace. the Tory Fox-hunter. Squire 
Allworthy, and even Sir Roger de Coverley. Each of these is 
just a representative member of his olass; eaoh of them. even 
after a 0108e scrutiny, still is i~_~ piot~ of a real 
sqUire. Most of them. it is true, are rather offensive por-
traits. but Sir Roger de Coverley ana. Squire Allworthy are 
always pleasant memories. Both of these are d.epicted too 
l66TO~~~~. Bk. XV. oh. 5. p. 253. 
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.,' ideally. too faultlessly. They are just intellectual concepts 
and not real persons. ?ar more real is the detailed portrait 
of Squire Western. He ie sketched so fully, so extensively 
that he easily surpassee any portrait, or picture. One critic 
;;. .. ; 
has said: 
Squire Western is pure naturalism. Flaubert might 
have made him more odious; Zola would have made 
him repulsive: neither couLi have dealt with 
him more candidly than Fielding has done. Not 
a failing is spared; yet neither sympathy nor 
satire has altered a line of his truth to nature. 
He is coarse, brutal, selfish. and stUPidi~~et 
we might as well try to dislike Falstaff. 0 
In fine. Joseph AQdison has given us an ideal character 
in Sir Roger de Coverley - an ideal in whom the specific traits 
have been sharpened and crystallized to form an intensified. 
perfection. And in Squire Western, Henry "F'ielQing has infused 
such a wealth of both unuesirable and desirable qualities that 
the finished prOduct approximates a human person. 
167! Historz of E£~lish Literature. ed. by John Buchan. 
Thomas NeIson and Sons. New York: 1927, pp. 344-5. 
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